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Dunng the pasl lew years, while
trying to expand our knowledge
pf fishing and various fishing situa-
tions. we hava had numerous oppor-
tunities to fish both natural and man-
made rasarvoirs In the northeastern
part of the country, Some vanad and
gxciting tishing opportunities are to
be found In this area; namely Qhio,
Pennsylvania and New York. Almost
evary type of frashwater game fish
can be found in these states. Quite a
few of tha lakes contain good popu-
iations of many different species
With all o! these fish and the sur-
rounding population cenlers; you
would almost think a reservalion
would be needed lo get on the wa-
ter. Through our éxpernence wea have |
lound the oxact opposile to be (rue.
On numerous occasions, especially
during June, July and August, we
have fished all day withoul seeing
more than twa or three boats on the
water. Considering tha success wea :
have had on thess waters, the ab-
sence ol olhar fisharmen remains
particularly puzzling

We encounterad such a situation
during the last week of August on a
lake in northwestern Pennsylvania
called Kinzua Reservoir. This man-
made reservoir was buill in moun-
tainous terrain, and for regular Fish-
ing Facts readers, It 18 whal we refer
to as a highland type resarvoir. Be-
ing able to classify various type res-
ervairs (highland, lowland, flatiand)
will anable us to answar a lot of im-
portant questions before we begin
our actual fishing,

In the case of Kinzua Reservoir,
we knew by looking at a road map il
was a "highlander’. MNarmally in
highland reservoirs the area near the
dam will contain short, steep struc-
tures, clear waler, and exceptionally
deep water. Most Fishing Facls
readers know these ingredients can
mean tough lighing. With these facts
in mind, wa decided (o drive toward
the headwaters ol Kinzua ﬁuFlI}EI‘ part ‘

ol resarvoir) 1o try and locate some
flatter terrain, better (dinglar) water
color. and a little |less depth in the
ald {ariginal) rivar channel, The forty
additional miles ol driving were well |
warth the affart, When wa arrived on |
the water, we found the exacl condi-
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Tom Fergncok (pha-
o ar fae faft} with thrae
bragging-size muskios
caught by he and Don
Dickson (shown at
right, holding anothar
pot-beflied  funker)
Tom and Don aré lwo
Seriows lishermen who
hava “put it all rogath-
ar'', 50 [0 spoak. Resd
how (hoy wan! about
capiuning  these elu-
sive glants ol the
deap

tions wa weara [eoking for: flatter and
more wall-defined boltom structures,
anly fifty taat deap in the ariginal rlv-
er channel, and exceptionally good
{dark or dingy) water color.

It was late afterncon when we ar-
rived at the lake, so we decided to
s8l up camp and get on the water
early the next morning for some seari-
ous fishing. We pulled inte the
campground and saw a very familiar
sigh!l. The campground was almost
complataly full, but THERE WERE
ONLY & FEW FISHERMEN OGN THE
WATER! Upon quastioning two park
rangers and some of the campers as
to the reason why thare were so few
fishermen, we heard a very familiar
raply: NOBODY WAS CATCHING
ANY FISH! We could hardly wait un-
til marning.

We launched our boals around
7:00 the next morning. The two of us
had decided to use separate boals
so that each of us would be able to
select diffarant sections of the lake
in order 1o Keep our mapping and
scauting time to & minimum {(and
hopefully, locate some fishl. Wa
started our fishing by motor trolling
a free-swimming Spoonplug (nor-

mally a bottom-bumping lure) In the
shallows. Regardless of tha tlype wa-
ter we arae fishing, we always begin
the same way. Trolling the shallows
enables us to aliminate unproductive
water and learn something about tha
bottom makeup of a lake in the
shortest possible time. While fishing
the shallows (less than 8 to 10 fu
depthg) during the summer months,
wae will normally catch only the
smaller fish, but that doasn’t stop us,
Whenavar we find small tish, we alsa
remambar the adult-size fish are not
likely to ba very far away.

Wa always use two boats so we
can map and fish a larger area, Wa
parted company and Tom fook lhe
near shoreline while | weant across
the lake. | started my trolling in the
two to four foot depth range and had
nol gone more than ongé hundred
yards when | hooked-and landed the
first fish. Il was asmallmouth bass of
about twealve inches, That's nol ex-

"actly what anyona would consider a

“wall'" fish, but let's not lorget, small
fish are important in finding the
"hawgs”. | caught that little stinkar
on a very commaon structure. an un-
derwater bar,

by DON DICKSON &
TOM FERENCEK

This particular bar was rathar nar-
row and it led directly to daap watéer,
It was a rather uncomplicatad struc-
ture with two distinct breaklines.
One break (a quick change in depih)
occurring at nine feal and the final
break occurring al fourleen feet (see
Figures 1A and 1B). This linal break
led directly to deep waler.

| quickly positioned the boat up on
the bar as close to the shoreline as
possible. (By anchoring shallow. |
would be abile to contral my lure
dapth more effectively.) | broke out
my casting rod and bagan to fancast
the arsa, reaching out as far as the
nine loot breakiine. Four smallmouth
bass were landed quickly on lour
casts, but the fish were small. | sus-
pected a movement of fish was cc-
curring and the adult-size lish had
probably stopped at a deaper place
(a break} on the bar. | moved lhe
boat further cut and began casting
ovar the fourteen foot breakline, let-
ting my bottom-bumping lure sink to
the bottom and then walking it FAST
(as called for by hot weather) up
over the breakline (see Figure 1B}

Within ten minutes | had four
smallimouth weighing between 3 and
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FIGURE 1A
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3-1/2 pounds. Then the action stop-
ped. | had taken all my fish on a bot-
tom-walking lure. However, once the
action stops on a walking or bump-
ing lure, we always change to slowar
“jump’’ type lurés and sometimes wa
can gel one or lwo additional fish.
So | tied on & plain leadhead jig and
on the second ¢asl | took a northecn
pike of about eight pounds.

The rest ol the day was spent troll
ing, mapping, and trying to learm as
much aboul the lake as | possibly
could. Within tweo milas of the boat
ramp, | found four productive struc-
tures and caught twenty-five addi-
tional smallmouth {(all but a limit was
raturnad to the water). All in all, | fah

it was a very successful day on a
new lake, bul returning o camp 1o
check with Tom. | found out HIS day
was even MORE exciting.

Tom had started catching bass
aboul the same time | did. He lo-
cated the fish on an underwater
“bar” also, but In his case the bar
was diflerent than the bar | had
fished. It was veéry wide and had a
ten foot breakline and a lifteen foot
break|ine (see Figure 2A). Baoth
breaklines stretched all the way
around tha structure (see Figura 28),
This bar had one thing in comman
with my structure. The final break
led directly to deep waler.

Once Tom had taken his first fish
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(trolling), he positioned his boal in
the shallows and began casting his
bottom bumping lure oul over the
ten foot breakline. After catching nu-
merous small bass, hea moved his
boat further out on the bar so he
could reach the deeper fifteen fool
breakline. On his first cast he took a
three pound smallmouth and that
was it

After lilteen minutes with no fur-
thar results, Tom decided to look
over the antire structure with the aid
of his depth mater. When he reached
tha far side ol the struclure he no-
ticed a small finger (projection] that
broke (sudden, fast increase in
depth) at seventeen feel right to the
channel (see Figure 28). It was actu-
ally the sharpest break to the deep-
ast water in the area. Tom then repo-
sitioned his boat up on the bar so he
could work the linger thoroughly by
casting; he believed the movement
period {ol aclive fish) was over bul
he knew this deeper break HAD to
be checked. The rasult was even
surprising to him, On three consecu-
tive caslts he look two MUSKIES
(thirteen and itwenty-five pounds re-
spectively). That's right; on thres
casts, while fishing for bass, Tom
caught two keeper muskies (the elu-
sive “'fish of 10.000 casts”).

He spant the rest of the day map-
ping and locking over the lake. Our
combinad results for the day showed
we had localed seven productlive
structures within three miles of the
boal ramp and had a good stringer
of smallmouth bass, two muskies.
and a northern pike (plus quite a few
bass which wera returned to the
water),

It i% impartant to notle here that we
did nol have to employ any lancy




FIGURE 2A
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tricks to catch these fish. All of the
structures that hald fish were OBWVI-
OuUs TO THE MNAKED EYE. They
were ""BARS and very distin-
guishable by noting the points of
land. After these structures were |o-
cated, all we had to do was control
our depth and speed. We knew, by
catching the smaller fish in the shal-
lows, thesa structures weare produc-
tive and the rest was relatively easy
{at least it SEEMED easy).

Fishing does become a lot aasier
when wa go about it in an organized
fashion. To atfain success in any an-
deavor we must be organized. Why

not organize our fishing? The mora
arganized we are, the less we will
have to depend on luck. We have
found it doasn't pay off vary well to
roam around the lake in a hit and
miss fashion, looking for a target to
cast to. If wa accept the basic tish-
ing fact that most of the water con-
tains no fish, we find that ralying on
“luck’ to locate the fish is almost al-
ways a waste of time.

We try to acquire as many answers
as possible beforea we even put our
boat in the watar; such as type of
lake, water color, available depth,
the type of structures. Secondly, we

try to eliminate unproductive water
as guickly as possible. We accom-
plish this by motor trolling. As stated
earlier, we start in the shallows and
work our way desp, maintaining
depth and speed control at all times.
We check these contrals (depth and
spead) constantly. By checking and
rachecking, we will normally maet
up with the fish. But even more im-
portantly, we are constantly LEARN-
ING, Tam and | are not “experts’
{tar from it), but by going about our
fishing in a precise and orderly man-
ner, wa are always learning. trying to
become better fishermen, When we

Deep water
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direct all our efforts to mapping and
interpreting our lake and presenting
our lures at the proper depth and
speed, catching fish usually takes
care of itself.

The twa controls that were men-
tioned In the previous paragraph are
the ones with which we must be con-
carnaed. Of all the controls in fishing,
we have found depth control {where
the fish are), is the most important.
However, speed control is also very
critical in achieving success.

Speed control is probably the least

Fish like these avold
mast anglars and,
aventually, many of
them die of old age. A
systemalic approach
to sport angling
can aften wnravel the
mystery af capturing
such frophles.
Muskies arg
GREAT, but just take
# second logk at the
size of that
smallmaouth. Waw!

talked about and the |east under-
stood of the two, When we talk
about speed, we are referring to how
quickly our lure moves from one
place to another; not just how it
might wiggle. We know a fish is a
cold blopded creature. As his envi-
ronment warms up (weather and wa-
ter), his metabolism increases. He
moves and reacts faster, eats and
grows more, ete. The opposite is
frue when his environment cools. His
hody functions slow and he be-
comes more dormant,

Dance a
Ratlin” Scally-
Wag past Mr, Bass'
nose, The Sound and
Vibration of the Ratlin® head,
= and the seductive action of the
4" Scally-Wag will do the rest,

Is Ol A
Mossback laid up 8
in the greenery?
Then let this Weedless by
version bring him on home. Ncw\{‘:—
if any more than this is needed 1o ™——a-
wake that old critter up . ..

Sl This is it!
Add the flash
and wibration
of B safety pin
5 . . spinner and you've
o] e got the Ratlin' Spinnin’
! 0 Scally-Wag. Saund,
\ Sight, and Seductive
Swimmin’ Action, The
Ratlin® Scally-Wag i3
dynamite!

“IT'S THE RATTLE THAT

DOES IT!"™

PAT. FEND

AVAILABLE ONLY FROM CREME

TIPS AND
TECHNIQUES
FROM THE
CREME TESTER

' STAFF

Eighteen of Creme's topnotch fieid testers,
selected by peographical region, discuss the
tachniques that really produce. Ower 50
pages of fishing know-how. Send $1.00 far
your copy.

CREME LURE CO.

P, 1, Box 87, Dept FF
Tyler, Taxes 75701
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THIS IS THE DRIGFNAL

- PHOEBE

America’s
first spinning
fure — unigue hydro-

dynamic curved body

design for spinnmg and
spin casting. Fish if fasi or
slow, deep ar shallow, in still or
runaing water for all fresh water
pametish. In Gold, Silver and Copper.

Wpor 98¢ lion $125
Loz $1.10  The New )4 oz $1.50
4 oz $1.25

foaailalie A1 Leading
Tackle Shops or Senc 25¢
For Full Colar Catalog

TACKLE CO. rrevigence, 1.1, 0230

In early season fishing, when con-
ditions are generally cold, our speed
control will be siow. Bul as we pro-
gress into the summer, weather and
watler condilions warm up and we
must increase our speed. Sometimes
this speed will be so great wa oftan
wondar |l the lish can catch the lure,

Every fish Tom and | caught while
irolling at Kinzua was taken while
going hall-throttle with a ten horse-
power motor on a fourteen feol alu-
minum boat, That is really moving!
When we caught fish on the cast, the
spaad lacior was not overlooked. We
cranked our reel handles as fast as
possible. WE ARRIVED AT THE
PROPER SPEED FOR THAT DAY BY
CHECKING IT OUT. We learned ear-
Iy, in our efforts o bacome betier
fishermen, having proper speed and
proper depth control, for the condi-
tiwons that exist, are THE important
ingredients for successful fishing.

Laet's gel back to Kinzua and take
a look at our sacond day of fishing.
We started our fishing in the same
mannar as the day before (by motor
trolling the shallows), but this timea
we conzantrated our efforts on the
structuras thal ware located the pre-
vious day. | starled my fishing on the
same bar whera mosl of my fish were
taken the day before. However, whan
| checked the bar, thare was no fish
actlivity. Al this point | had a choice
— stay on the structure and wait for
ihe fish to move; or start trolling and
checking new areas. | chose the lat-
tar, mainly because we wanted to
find out all we could about this lake.
However, six hours |later after trolling
all depths, | had nol taken one single
fish.

1 ALNGLIST, vere

All regular Fishing Facls readers
know how important WEATHER can
be in controlling the degree of fre-
guency and the distance fish will
move. Last summer, at least in the
Mortheast, weather conditions wereg
horrible (for fishing, al least). I
saamed as il eveary third day a cold
front would come through. So the
movemanis of fish that did occur, for
tha most parl, ware extremely short
Being aware ol this fact, coupled
with another fishing fact, that a lure
out of water will not catch a fish, |
lorgat about lunch and want back to
my bar (Figures 1A and 1B) and
started all over.

This time it was a littla bit differ-
enl. On my second trolling pass
(fishing at & depth of six feet) the lit-
tle bottom-bumping lure stopped.
Minutes later, | boated a thirty inch
muskia.

In Pennsylvania that is a lagal fish;
however, this lish was released. |
made a lfew casts lo this area but
had no results, | then moved the
boat further out on the bar, just as |
had done the previous day, and
made my casts out aver the fourtean
foot breakline, | was still using that
bottom walking lure and cranking
the handle on my baitcasting reel as
fast as | could,

Don Dickson holds several lunker smallmouths and a bonws northern pike, All
fish shown (n the sccompanying article were cauvgnt during o bool Iwo-day
outing whoen most local lshermoen had deseried the waler due 1o the “lousy
fishing reports, Of the 60 smalimouths caughi. more than 50 were released

(unharmad) fo fight anolfwe day




In fifteen minutes | had landed two
more muskies, but these two were
keepers; thay weighed ninglesn and
twanty pounds. Landing thres mus-
kies in twenty minutes is a lot of fun,
in ANY part of the country! The rest
of the day produced only a few
slraggler bass, but | was well salis-

fied,
Returning to meet Tom, | had two

muskies and had released a third. |
was already planning to “‘give him
the business'', but | then found this
Kind of thinking was a bil pramalture,

Tom had started his day of lishing
on the wide bar (Figure 2} wheare he
had been so successful the day be-
fore. He caught two bass early in the
merning, but tished the next five
hours with no results. This structure
was quite large and he stuck with it
all moring hoping for a movement
ol fish. He kept trolling the break-
lines on this bar and aboutl one
o'clock in the afternoon he made
contact.

While bumping his lure across the
tinfler (projection) at seventean feet,
there he was, another muskie, this
one weighed TWENTY-THREE
POUNDS, Further checking of this
finger produced nothing, so Tom
iook his boltom-walking lureé down
{o the twenty-five fool breakline. In
thirty minutes he had THREE MORE
muskies, all but one in the twenty
pound class.

Later that day he took a lour
pound walleye and a three pound
smallmouth bass off the sama siruc-
ture.

It seemed as though Tom had giv-
8n me the business two days in a
row. But more Important than a little
friendly competition was our two day
total of sixty smallmouth, nine mus-
kies, a walleye, and a northern pike.
Keep in mind these results were NOT
from a wilderness lake in Canada
during the spawning season, but
from a lake in Pennsylvania in Au-
gust. This type of fishing is not limit-
ad to Kinzua Reservoir, There are a
multitude of lakes in the Mortheast
that offer the same great fishing.

How do we become successiul on
these waters? The same way lisher-
men become successful in Texas,
Wisconsin, lllinels or Florida, To
steal a phrase from Education Edi-
tor, Buck Perry, “Anyone can be-
come a successful fisherman; all it
takes is a strong desire o calch fish,
coupled wilth knowledge and the ex-
panding of some effort.”

POWERFUL CITIZENS" BAND (CB) RADIO

Effective over distances up to 15
miles — or mare — this ultra-compact
CB radio is equipped with 2 mounting
brackets, 1 for your car and 1 for your
boat. Since It weighs only 1 Ib. 13 oz,
you can {and should) remove il from
your boat or car lo prevent theft and
unnecessary exposure 1o bad wealher,
(Theft of CB radios frem cars 18 a major
erime problam.|

You won't have to buy any extra
crystals for this Model 345 CB Radic
from Vexilar, all 23 channels are aquip-
ped for both lransmitting or receiving. It
transmits with a full 4 watts power, the
maximum allowable under Federal
standards. Tiny alze, only 136" high x
A" wide x 53" deep

All solid state, of course, with 18
transistors and 13 diodes, channel
selector with illuminated pointer, ON-
OFF volume ¢onirol, variable squalch,
plus a push-to-talk 60O ohm dynamic
micraphane, Antanna impedance |8 the
standard 50 ohms, giving you a wide
range of choices 1o purchase 1hé cor-
rect antenna for your car and for your
boat. The receiver section uses a
ceramic IF filler for extra sharp 60 dB
selectivity, Operates on 12 voll system,
positive ar nagalive ground. 90 day war-
ranty by Vexilar on parts & labor in
campliance with ledaral laws applicable
to products manulactured after June
1975, Here is a fine quality CB unit at a
sansible price

Item Mo, V-345 Price ......: .- 119

ORDER BY PHONE OR MAIL Im—_|
FROM

]
s, AV R ARD + VASTERCHARDE

COh « DHECK < MONEY ORDER

(414) 256-4660

PAVIER BLANE O LAKT AT L0 THIS IS50E

tackle
U5 Highways 41-45 = PO Boa G809
! Meramonog Falls, Wis. 53051

X
ON YOUR BOAT
OR IN YOUR CAR,
STAY IN TOUCH!

425 Watl VHF Marine Radio

25 WATT VHF MARINE RADIO

Hara is maximum performance for
you under all gperaling conditions, It of-
fers 12 transmitting channels and 14 ra-
ceiving. (2 receive channels are
Weather channels.) Full 25 watt output
or 1 watt output for short range harbor
communicalions. This Is the Blue
Leadaer® by Vexilar,

Crystals are included for beth trans.
mit and receive on the following 7
channels; 6, 16, 22, 26, 68, 70, 72 plus
receive on weather channets WX1 and
Wx2 Since all channels from 6-88 are
avallable to you, you can purchase
crystals at $15 per pair (transmit & rea-
ceiva) lor 5 additional channels that you
may choose for special purposes, if you
wish. {Most boat oparators find the 7
channels included with this VHF radio
to be sufficient for their needs.)

The outeér case is of marine epoxy
coatod steel. Mounting cradle as shown
is designed for versatility of installation,
Aubbar fest allow it to be used on &
table top, if you wish

Size 213" x 6% x DW", weight 52
Ibs. Operates on 13.8 volts =15%, DC,
nagative ground. Price includes 8% I 6
dB antenna with lexan lay down maunt.
a0 day warranty by Vexilar on parts and
labar in compliance with federal laws
applicable to products manufactured
after Juna 1975,

item No. V-400 Price ......... 5349

i BANKAMERICARD |

PRICES
GLIARANTEED
THAL

SEPT. 10, 1974
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