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Zero In On More 
Bass With These Tips 

by Buck Perry, Education Editor 

F or aoout 30 years I \ra.eled 
from one end of th is country 
to the other . Dur ing this 
period, most of each year 

was spent f ishing or "talking" f ishing , 
On ly a sma ll part of each year was 
given 10 "ma~ i ng a living." The 
m is taken idea was that the day might 
come when "fishing" m ight DfOvide a 
buck or two, and I could let up on 

some 01 my other activit ies. 
During those years very lew towns 

or lishing holes were missed. In all 
the maior c ities, and many of tM 
sma ller ones. I would knock on Ihe 
doors of the POwers-that -be. and say' 
"My name is Buck Perry. I'm Irom Ihe 
hi lls of Nort h CarOlina, Come on. I 
want to 5how you something ."' 

TM thing I wanted to show them 
was Ihe l ish ing to be had in the ir local 
waterS, It wou ld do no good to ShOw 
or talk about fi sh ing in some remOte 
wi lderness area_ I wanted to show 
them what they had been missing In 

thei r so-called, local, "fished-out 
wate,s ," The ir referring to 1M waters 
in this manne, cou ldn't have suited 
me b.lIta,. 

You have probab ly heard me say' 
"For over a quarter of a century I had a 
potentia l 'Cruelf ier' silting in 1M fronl 
of tMe tloat." What t ~ is meant wM 
"the powers·thal·!>e" were usual ly 
writers, loca l experts, bigwigs , TV and 

radio pe rsonalities, etc These were 
the peop le who cou ld help me spread 
the word , These were Ihe ones who 
sat in tne hont of tM boat and said 
"show ME'" I HAD to catch f ish , or 
my name was mud, lor sure, 

Pictu re, il you w ill , tM many dif· 
ferent fish ing situations I ran into duro 
ing these years . As far as I can re­
member, no two 01 them were ali ke. In 
lact, I can't recal l any Iwo days be ing 
exactly the Sam .... Anothe r thing to 
cons ider is aoout the time you think a 
situation Is nail ed down. a weather 
change occurs and you are faced with 

a completely new ball game In otMer 
words, i1 we expect to catch 1ish can· 
sistently. whenever and wherever we 
might 1ish, we !>eller!>e prepared. 

Those 01 you who have read my ma­
te rial w ill reca ll I sa id: "At some lime 
or 'Other, a fish can b~ caught most 
any place, by most anyone, on most 
anything, and by most any method. 
Howe.~r, if you and I expect to calch 
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fiSh consiSlently, we belief not play 
the game in a llit or miSs type faShion ' 

Our gu idelines on the Movement of 
Fish; Structure. Breaks, &, Breakl ines; 
Weathe r & Wale, Cond it ions; Lake 
Types; Mapp ing &, Interpretal ion: Con­
t rols &, TOO ls; and Presentat ion of 
Lures; w il l allow you and me to catch 
f ish consistenl ly wherever and when' 
eve' w~ might choose to f ish. JuSI 
how good we become is enti rely up to 
each 01 us, 

Many fis hermen have wr itten let ­
tc rs aski ng me to descri be how I 
wou ld approach various f ish ing situa­

continued 
<I SH,,,,, 'ACTS121 



I Buck 
talks 
fishing 
tions. It would laM a Ijle1imo to 
anSwer allot these questions, but In 
an 811empl10 answer just a few 01 the 
mote common ones. let me use this 
article to talk about what I would do In 
a panlcula, tishlng $;lualion. So, 
don 't get up.ct wi th the personal pro­
nouns 11 don 't li ke them either). I"m 
nol going to expla in or point oul my 
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guidelines '0< Interpreling the silua· 
lion, OJ 'lor doing the things I 00. It 
shou ld 1>11 obvious by now, I do every· 
th ing poss ible to I)e at the right place 
al the right time, fish ing In 1/'19 right 
manner. If this _'" not 'rue. I 
WOuldn't be around to talk about fish· 
ing tOday_ Some may think I stress 
troll ing too mUCh, but In "working 
oul" any waler, tl\e re is oHentimes a 
101 01 ·'trolling water" 10 be ¢~eel<OO. 
11 makes lillie sense to waste lime 
casting 10 unprOducHve waler . Be· 
s ides , some situal ions demand Iroll­
ing _ i t we wanl to catch a 1is~. If you 
d<>sire to look at the slluation$ in a 
ditferent light. Ihat's jus t tine wilh me. 

WH AT I WOULI) no 
II I were go ing 10 lish a resei"'tOir 

S~OWlf>\l on a road map as $omet~ing 

z:/ I '''''''''Il0l. t<l$2 

like Flg"r. 1, I'd ~ead dire<:tly toward 
the roads crossing the lake arms. This 
wou ld give me easy access to the 
lake. I wou ld Mave no trouble tlndlng 
worl<able struct"re reQardl ess Mow 
much d<>bri$. !fees, brush, elc., ex­
iSted in me la~e . This alSo "~ows me 
t~e best wate r co lor ava ilab le. 

Th is would most likely show me 
wh ere the best structure, breakS and 
b<eaklines existed In the lake: and I'd 
have no trouble trom the wind. 

t would ~ead lor the c au"~way 
(roadbed) and the rlp·rap as SOOn as I 
lel1 tile launching ramp . I'd choose 
t ~e sid<> wilh the best wate<color. the 
catmest, and which appeared to have 
the greatest d<lpth. 

I wou ld start tro lling th~ rip·rap with 
the smal l~st size SPOO<lpl~g (500 Ser· 
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ies). I"d get the lure In c lose SO that it 
tipped the rocks Quite ol1en . I"d prOb­
ably keep th is s ize on unti l I"d run the 
whol e length of the rip.rap. Then I"d 
go back along the rock5 with a bigger 
lure. I'd continue with lure sizes to at 
least the 15-20 loot depth_if tllal 
depth is available. The larger lures 
shou ld show any lealure (s ide cha n· 
nel, wash, bar, etc .) that wou ld pro· 
duce a "hot SI><>t'· along the rip.r8P. 
TIlis woutd also cMCk lhe depths at 
the piers around the main Channel . 

II my t roll ing passu along the rip. 
rap d id not produce. I'd m ove to the 
sho<elines to see what gives In tM 
way 01 potentially productive areas. 

I would tir51 start trolling the 
shallows along the Shoreline. I'd 
cover enough distance w ith each lure 
Size to be sure I had 00_00 some 

I>OtenUally productive water. By the 
t ime 1 got to the third size lure and to 
a d~pth 01 8-10 feet. I'd beg in to get 
the " Iay 01 the land:' I wo uld not go 
back over a section already trolled 
untess I hit a lish,orsaw an outstand· 
ir>g leatur6 in the 8-10 loot depth. 

t'd cont i n~e with the thi rd ~Ize {250 
lure (8·10 It . depths) unt il I had 
covered a goodly portion 01 tMe area 
choaen to lish that day (several miles 
01 shoreline with the best feat"r~s 
and depths lor the seeson). 

lit kept my eyes open , I wou ld have 
no troubte kl"lOw lng whe re to do the 
deeper water work. POOodically I"d go 
baC~ and check out the Shallow.. on 
lhe t rOll. but il I lound the fiSh "nol 
moving," I'd conce ntrate my eltorts 
on, and at . the deep leatures (st ruc· 

ture. break" breaklin.es) that were 
potentially productive. I"d check 
these Out both trOlling an d casting. I'd 
be su re to c h ec~ t~e vari ous speedS 
as ~II as Ine deptM in all my ture 
ptesentalions. 

Periodically during the day. I wou ld 
return to the causeway and run Itroll) 
the rip.rap with at least three lure 
sizes to ~heck t ile depths to at least 
1().12Ieot. 

In wIlatever se~tion 0< area I hit a 
lish on the trOll. I'd I>Osilion my boat 
correclly so I could conl rol the depth 
and speed of my lure On the cast. On 
the cast. I"d probably ma~e a big 
catch on a fast. steady bottom­
l>umping lure , but only a comparative· 
Iy small catch on a jump type lure 
(such as a jig). 

Flgufe 2 is a top view 01 a section In 



a rase,"oir. In t~ e past this area has 
produCM fi Sh . III were gO inQ to 1Ish 
th is area thorough ly I"d plan on check· 
ing it out both t rOll ing and casting. 
This wou ld al low me to control the 
depth and speed as best as I ~""w how. 

I would f irst trot l the shatlows w ith 
a No·Bo lro lling line l he totat lenglh 
of the sect ion. t"d use the f irst th ree 
sizes of 5poonp lugs. If these lro lfing 
passes did ""t produce. then I woutd 
go to tarQer lures, and wo,k ON LY the 
area of the ridge-t ike bar. With each 
larger ture size I'd m~ke se'era l pass· 
es from se'era l directions . On each 
pass t would ha,e the lure bumping 
the CrOwn of the bar. During this deep 
water tro ll lnQ, I'd ~eep each pass in a 
straight l ine. On each pass I'd get a 
gOOd shorel ine s iQhtino so I could 
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the bott om be fore each " jump." 
If lhis doub le coverage did nol pro · 

duce, l hen I'd tum toward deep wate, 
and " fan casl'" the crown and sides 01 
the bar. Here again I'd use the l wo 
st yle lu res. Fi rst I'd use a s inkin Q, free 
running, bottom-bump ing lure. On 
each cast, (he lure is allowed to sink 
to the bot tom be tore the straight, 
steady retrieve is started. 

If this did not produce, I'd switch 
lures to the jump type and repeat the 
fan casts. If this did not produce, I'd 
mO' 6 the !:>Oat and position it Ian· 
chor<'>d) so I could reach deeper On tha 
bar. I'd repeat my Ian cas ts wit h the 
two style lures. 

I'd keep repos ition ing my boat unti l 
I f igure<! I'd reached the deepest wa­
te, olf tM bar. Most l ike ly as I moved 
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repeat the same t roll ing pass if it 
became necessary. I'd prObably end 
up the deep water t rol ling wit h a lure 
size that reached the 20 ft. dep th. 

If this did not produce, then I'd go 
10 the cast. I wou ld first pos ition my 
boat On the CrOwn of the bar, an­
cho(ed sO I could '"fan cast" and 
reach the eXlreme shallows as lar as I 
cou ld in both directions. Su~seq uo nt 
"Ian casts'" would al low me to check 
out the depths in the shatlows (8-10 
f1.) in both direct ions. 

I would cheCK out (he sha llows with 
two type lures. F irst the area would I>e 
wo,ked with a lree ru nn ing lu,e On a 
straight. steady retrieve. I'd choose a 
weight and lure size lor easy caslf~g , 
and wh ich allowed me to contro l my 
depth and speed (wh ile bumping bot· 
tom) withoul too mUCh effort 0' waste 
01 time 

If this presentation did not pro· 
duce. then I'd check out the same 
area with a " jump" type lure. This 
could be a j iQ , soft plast iC, or some 
son 01 jump l ype spoon. On all the 
casts and deplhs, I'd sink the lu,e to 
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<leepe,. I'd l im it my lure style s to the 
"jump type" on ly . 

11 al l this did not produce, tM n I'd 
turn on my deplh sounde,. go to w ire 
l ine and t roll the breakl ines along the 
channel. Period icaUy I'd 00 back to 
the monofilament line and recheck 
(by t ro lling) the deep water Imore than 
8-10 f t.) on the bar. If and when the 
f ish mo,ed (becoming active) I'd prob· 
ably catch most of l hem on lhe cast. 

SITUAfiON 
If I were going to look lor produc­

t ive features in a larger glac ier 
(natural) lake. one 01 them woul d be 
rocky reefs that ru n out into lhe 
lake_as pictur<'>d in Figure 3. In some 
larg e g lac ier lakes the reef may ex­
tend ou t for a mile or more before it 
reaches deeper sanctuary depths, 

If I were lishing such a situat ion , 
my guide line for cons istent suc· 
cessfut lish lng wou ld (equl re me 10 
ask myself Qu es t ions such as this' 

8. What type presentat ion would be 
best in locating the lish? 

b. What spots would I look for that 

might ind icate whe re to concentrate 
my efforts? 

c. Could I expect the li sh to be nea, 
the Shoteli ne qu ite often? 

d. If I lound the fis h t roll ing, shou ld 
I consider stopping the t rol l and QO to 
the cast? 

e. If I find the fis h a mi le or mo,e 
from the shorel ine. how wi ll I re locate 
lhe spOt Ihe nexl t ime I go out? 

My (ju,de lincs would say my beSl 
bet is to: 

a. Moto( trol l with differen t lure 
si zes to check the depths. Each lu,e 
size would cove, se,era l passes the 
total width ot the reef. With l ine 
lengths each lu re size shou ld co,c r 
thorough ly a wide a,ea (gMl le slop· 
ing botlom). When troll ina, each lure 
shou ld bump the bottom al times as 

deep as it w ill go. When it will no 
longer ,each l>onom, it should I>e 
changed lor a deeper (unn ing lu'e. 
When the max imum deplh has l>een 
reached w ith the deepest running 
lure , on t he longest mono f ilament 
!ro lling line, then the wi re fi ne shOu ld 
be cal led inlO play 

b. The spots to look for on the , eef 
are the more pronou nc<'>d pi le of rOCkS , 
and any "b reakl ine" that m ight OCcuL 
Di ffe,ent lake levels in the pas\, and 
the ooug ing act io n of the glac ier wil l 
have produced la rger piles 01 rocks 
and b,eakl ines . at some place on 
most 10nQ, rocky reefs . 

c. I woutd not expect the IiSh to be 
neat the shore very often. However. I 
wou ld no t pass it up. My guideline 
tells me to always star! and check the 
shal lows ""fore ooing deeper, In fac t, 
they tell me to rechec k the sha llows 
periodically throughout the day. I 
cou ld have m issed tM fi sh at some 
placa on the reel, and start in(j ove, 
period ically gives me a chancc to not 
miss them. 
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d. It Is alwa~ wise 10510p and east 
when a IIsh Is caught On 1M troll. This 
saves time, and more f ish will t>e 
caught. If the casHng does not pro­
duce, then back 10 the lroll 10 se<l 
what the cause. The Hsll caught on 
the troll could !>ave ceen a "stragg ler" 
or a poor pos it ion ing of th e boat fo r 
U", casting could have tteen made. 

e. With a shore line sight ing, I can 
check the dopth where the spot is 
localed. The M xt t ime out, I can pro· 
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cood out along the reel (located by 
th e shoreline Sighting.) unti l the 
depth Is reached. A little checking 
with a tro lle<!l ur" Can qu ick ly lind the 
desire<! SPOt. OUant imes a sma lilioat 
type marker can tie IoU allhe spot. To 
!elocate the spot, line up the r*1 with 
Ihe shoreline slghtlngs aI>d proceed 
oul until tM small marker shows up. 
The reason 101 using the "small" 
marker Is 50 il is l ikely 10 be lhare 
wh~n YOU return. 

length on the troll 10 ch.e<:k depH' s 
ar>d speeds as deep as I could go. or 
as deep as I could delect structure. 
breaks. or breakll>es . This should 
establ ish the best >ositions and fea· 
tures for cast ing to more thoroughly 
check out l he depths and speeds. On 
the caSI I'd use two sty le lure" (1) A 
free-ru nning, oo1tOOl-bumping; (2) A 
jump type (jigs, soft plastics, etc.). I'd 
<W! bOt~ styles in all tM dept~s on 
tM Dest features arouOO each 01 
these two deep seclions. 

It al first I did not SUCC<l<1d, I'd try, 
try again until I made contact. 

WHAT I'll FIGURE 
If I lound I had to fish a natu rsllake 

that had a side ';~w approximately 
l ike thai s hown in Figure 5, I'd figure 
my beSt bel would be to fis h It at 
night, Or on ly on dark, c l oud~ , rainy 
days, Or spend mOSl of my t ime trying 
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to locite tM l i s~ by I rOll ing wire l ine. 
If I were work ing a natu ral lake for 

walleyes t~al had , rea "l iMS pract i· 
cal ly al l around the lake. as shown in 
Floure 6. I'd spend l;ule lime in the 
shallows or on the shallower break· 
line. I'd try to eSiablish the best 
leatures (st ructure, breaks, break· 
lines) 01 the deeper t>reakllne se¢tion. 
Trolling would be the best way 10 
"Check it out '" for bOth the leatures 01 
the bOttom and l he movement 01 fish. 

Once I had establish ed I he deep· 
est , sha rpest t>reak (q uick c hange In 
clept h) into t~e deepest water. I'd con· 
centrate my ellort. in thi s area. If 
trO lling did I'IOt produce, then I'd go to 
the cast w ith two ~Iyle lures. If th is 
did not produoo. and I happer>ed to 
have li"e bait. I'd place It at {he top 01 
the "break" aI>d sit it out lor a spell. If 
the fish "moved," I'd go back 10 the 
caSt and check ttw spot wilh both 
lures (Ir.,.,.running, bottom-bumping 
and "Jump" Iype). Then , I'd g'lt going 
to check again the deeper t>reak l lne 

ar>d its features in other areas (fis~ in 
Olher areas have be<:ome aclive atso). 

If I had no lI"e bait and fouOO no 
fish on the spot chosen to cast . I'd 
oont inue to tro ll the deeper break­
lines and their leatures unt il I made 
oontact with the f ish (fish become ac­
tive and moving). 

WHAT I WOULD DO 
It I were casting the "st\ck.,.ps'" 

along the shofeline, and I came upon 
a situation such as the one Shown 
Figure 1, I'd '"shoot the workS" (Iis~ 
l~oroU'Qhly) the ~A" group, Dut I'd 
speoo l iUle time, aoo prODably l>OOe 
at all. on group "8"' II groop " A"' did 
not produce. 

MAIN CHANNEL DROP-OFf' 
If I were fi shing a "Ilat land" rese r· 

"ai r and I lound the "drop·ofl" into 
the main channe l in the upper port ion 

'e' 

oltha lake as s hown in Figure SA and 
lound it as Figure 8B toward the lower 
secl ion. I'd spend no time in 1M 
shallOWS, and very l ittl e t ime ~Io ng 
the chaMal breakll nes in the uP!>er 
portion 01 the reservoir. 

My time would be spent toward I~e 
lower seclion of troe reservoir. I'd lroll 
t ~e breaklines (drop-olf) Into the chan­
nellO determine lhe movemenl ollha 
fish, and 10 establish where Ih'l side 
leeder cuts enter th'l main channel . I 
would concentrate my elfort ' whe re 
the side leeder cut s (or Washes) enter 
the ma in chan nel. I'd "chec~ oui" the 
bars and breaklines 01 th is area , both 
troll ing and casting. 

The area 01 the dOO!>e r "drop·off" 
would take care 01 a bad '" marginal 
weath er condition. The side leeder 
cui would provide me witll polential 
lishing waler, cloS€! by. Irom a 
seasonal point 01 view. 

I would nOI be concerr-.ed wllh wa· 
te' colQl too much In a r<!Servolr 01 
Ih ls type. ", 
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