Buck Tulks F wshing

Editor’s Note:

It is with great pleasure that we an-
nounce the return of E. L. (Buck) Perry
to his regular duties as Fishing Facts
Educatior Editor and the resumption
of his regular series of articles titled
“Buck Talks Fishing.” After a long ab-
_ sence Buck Perry has once again be-
come active in his role as teacher and
advisor to sport fishermen at all levels
of skill. Additionally, during the sum-
mer months he will be conducting con-
ferences and summer fishing schools
for fishermen who would like to com-
bine a fishing vacation with a chance to
improve their fishing skills (for further
information write: Buck Perry Fishing
Schools, P.O. Box 66, Hickory, North
Carolina, 28601 ).
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Each month Fishing Facts is intro-
duced to new readers. For many of
them the words “structure” and “struc-
ture fishing” will be totally new. For
these new readers, we will continue to
emphasize the basic concepts of struc-
ture, fish habits, instincts, etc.

However, in this new series Buck
Perry will be addressing those fisher-
men who have already studied their
“BASICS” and are now ready to move
on to additional knowledge. In order to
gain the most benefit from the articles,
it is important that the student have a
clear understanding of the terminology
and nomenclature.

If you are a new reader, may we
suggest several steps which will allow

you to “catch up” or achieve a bett
understanding of the articles. '

May we suggest that you:

1. Study a copy of Buck's gred
book, Spoonplugging, Your Guide
Lunker Catches. This book contains a
the basic facts of fish movement
basic structures, basic weather a
water conditions, basic presentation (
lures, and much more. This book wa
25 years in the making, a quarter ce
tury of fishing knowledge put down &§
paper for the first time so that fishe
men everywhere could share in bettd
fishing. The book is on sale for $11.8
postpaid and available on an uncond
tional money back guarantee from u
Northwoods Publishing Co., Inc., P(g




Early this year | saw my son-in-law

Stanley Smith coming across
the front lawn. He was looking at a
sheet of paper and almost jumped out
of his skin when he walked smack dab
into a small dogwood tree.

“That must be an interesting sub-
ject,” | said, as he grinned and walked
up to where | was at work preparing a
flower bed.

“Well, | wouldn’t say just how in-
teresting it is, but | could say I've run
into a problem. In fact, right now | have
two things bugging me. First, I'm not
sure about a particular fishing situation
| ran into last fall. Is there any informa-
tion you would have that would help me
find and catch smallmouth bass on a
SEASONAL basis? In other words, |
don’t have much trouble catching
these fish in the summer, but what
about the other parts of the year? | plan
to take Sharon (wife) and the kids on
this trip. The water will be cold and
there’'s no telling what the weather
might be. | might come pretty close to a
correct answer from this drawing | have
here, but | don’t think | can handle the
question of early season smallmouth
without help.”

Education Editor, Buck Perry,
with a fine catch of lunker size
. smallmouth bass.

Box 609, Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin,
3051.

2. Familiarize yourself with our
lossary of terms titled “Fishing Talk -
dur Language of Structure Fishing,”
vhich can usually be found near the
eginning of each issue of Fishing
racts.

No other publication is privileged to
ave Buck Perry on its staff. He has
ecome a legend in his own time. As
rishing Facts Education Editor, this
ormer physics professor from North
varolina State has consented to share
is vast fishing knowledge and experi-
nce with us. Many of today's success-
ul freshwater anglers owe him more
han they may ever realize.

!
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BUCK TALKS FISHING, continued

Reaching for the paper | said, “Let’s
look at your drawing. Maybe we can
use this, or others, to refresh your
memory on some important basics.
Then we'll try to get you better pre-
pared for those early season
smallmouth. | might add at this point
the waters you plan to fish also contain
walleyes, northern pike and an occa-
sional musky. However, your thinking
will be bass, and if any other species
gets in the way, it’s just their bad luck.”

Figure 1 is the drawing that Stan
handed me, with the comment —

“Quite a few nice bass have been
caught on the backside of the hump, in
the area marked X — when they were
moving good and in the shallows.
However, | have not been able to locate
the fish when they are inactive. | have
trolled and blind cast all over the place
without results. It doesn’t take much
brain power to realize this type presen-
tation is not exact enough for bad or
marginal weather and water condi-
tions. | have failed because | do not
know where the best spots are in deep
water to more thoroughly check out my
depths and speeds. My question is,
where would | concentrate my efforts

Figure 1

“Here’s the sketch of a situation | ran
into on a lake you told me to fish. This
particular spot is where the reservoir
splits into two major arms. Probably |
should say, where two major feeder
streams come together. Both channels
are about the same size and depth.
And, as far as | could see, there is no
noticeable change in water color in
either feeder stream. | have copied this
from a topographic map and from my
work on the spot, it appears to be pretty
close to what's there. You can see a
small underwater island (hump) exists
a distance out from the point of land.
The contour lines show a ‘saddle’ (dip)
between the point of land and the
hump (A).
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for better control when the fish are not
up and moving? Which side of the sad-
dieand hump, or which channel should
| work?

“Stan, before we discuss this particu-
lar situation, let's go back and refresh
our memory,” | answered.

“It has been said, that at one time or
another, most anyone can catch a fish,
most any place, on most anything and
by most any method. | think we have
agreed thisis not the name of the game
if we expect to catch fish consistently,
whenever and wherever we happen
to fish.

“In the past it has been pointed out
that you and | should use the features
(structure, breaks, breaklines, deep

water) found in a lake (reservoir,.
stream, etc.) as our guide to where the
fish might be; in other words, the best
place to catch a fish. When discussing
this subject it was. said, ‘structure’
(bars, humps, roadbeds, etc.) was the
guide to the area where the fish might
be, and the ‘breaks’ and ‘breaklines’
ON OR CONNECTED TO structure was
where we pinpointed the fish. While
talking about this, it should be brought
out again, we should divide our water
into two different parts. Those areas in
the lake (reservoir, stream, etc.) that
showed no well defined structure,
breaks or breaklines would be labeled
as ‘Trolling Water,’ and those areas that
showed definite structure (breaks,
breaklines) would be classified as
‘Fishing Water.’

“You and | must keep in mind that
when fish move toward the shallows,
the route they take must go ALL THE
WAY.”

“With the multitude of variables and
constant changes that occur in the en-
vironment of the fish, it is impossible
for us to predict at any given time
where the fish might be, or how active
or dormant he may be, or what it might
take to catch him. Which in turn means
that you and | cannot say what was
good yesterday or last week, is worth
much today or tomorrow. This means
also, that we must use the features
found in a body of water as our guide to
where the fish might be and that we
must control the depth and speed of
our lures (or bait) on or around these
features to take care of the ‘mood’ the
fish might be in at the time.

“Let me talk a little further along
these lines, especially in the light of the
drawing you have here (Figure 1). Let
me repeat a little, but state it a little
differently so as to help in your
interpretation.

“If you and | are to consistently catch
fish in a reservoir, we must use struc-
ture as our guide, preferably those that
have well defined breaks and break-
lines on or connected to them. These
well defined breaks and breaklines
will lead or guide the fish to the shal-
lows. Note carefully the last part of
that sentence.

“Think a minute about a nice wide,
long bar with several well defined ‘fin-
gers’ (projections) in the deeper water.
A bar of this nature would stand out
clearly on a contour map. But, upon
close examination let's say you do not

continued



EXCITING
new way to

catch Bass

Just cast a SnagProof Frog
on top of floating moss or
lily pads. Hop it along like
a ‘live” frog. Watch for
sudden, explosive strikes!

It’s Exciﬁng! And it works consis-
tently because you can almost always
find bass or pike under the weeds. This
type of “structure” holds the fish longer
because it provides shade from the sun
. protection from predators . . . and
a sure supply of small fish, frogs, craws,
and insects for them to feed on.
This new Snagproof frog works best be-
cause it’s soft, hollow body “plops”
the weeds w1th ‘a more natural sound
It also feels more natural when a fish
strikes. The fish hang onto it longer

~ than hard body lures or spoons. Double

hooks give you twice the hooking ad-
vantage, and the special “concealed
hook” arrangement won’t snag or pick
up moss.

It’s deadly for both Bass and Pike!
And, no other way of fishing brings so
many strikes along with the excitement
of smashing surface action.

Tip: If you can’t find lily pads or float-
ing moss, just use a slip sinker to take
the frog down to deep structure.

Order [1 Spin or [] Casting sizes.
Colors: [ Green, [] Black, [] Brown
or [] Purple.

4153 E. Galbraith Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

I enclose Cash, Check or

O. Please rush Snag-
Proof Frogs in sizes & colors I have checked above.
$1.50 each or any 4 Frogs for $5.00 plus 50¢ to
cover postage and handling. ==

Name.

Address

City. State___ Zip.
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BUCK TALKS FISHING, continued

see (or find) any other features such as
breaks and breaklines that could serve
as guidelines from the deeper water to
the shallows. In fact the fingers peter
out and the upper or shallower section
becomes flat and void of any feature
(breaks, breaklines) that could be of
any use to the fish. Oh sure, there could
be small features that the fish might see
and use, but how about yourself?
Would you not be fishing blind if you
worked the shallower section of this
bar? Would you not be ‘guessing’ as to
whether the fish used it or not? | admit
in many natural lakes you would find
this condition of structure, and you

son we can't classify ourselves as ‘ex-
pert’ just because we catch a fish once
in awhile.

“Let me draw a couple figures to
more clearly explain what | mean about
interpreting a particular feature in a
reservoir. Figure 2 is a top view of an
underwater bar such as we have talked
about. Note the contour lines, keeping
in mind this particular bar is quite
large. Note the deeper, ridgelike fin-
gers. They look great don’t they? The
fish would have no trouble recognizing
or seeing each ridgelike finger. How-
ever, note carefully the greater area of
the bar toward the shallows. As far as |
can see it's a big flat blank. You might
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Figure 2

have no other choice but to use them as
your guide to where the fish might be.
But here we are talking about a reser-
voir, a man-made lake.

“You have to keep.in mind what has
been said time and time again, ‘fishing
is usually bad, and then it gets worse.’
You and | shouldn’t spend much time
where the chances of catching a fish
are slim. We must spend the greater

part of our time where the odds are .

better. This is the reason we divide the
water into sections; one ‘trolling water’
and the other ‘fishing water.’ This is the
reason the interpretation of our fishing

water is so important. Thisis the reason
we keep saying, ‘It is in the area of in- .

terpretation that we can always be-
come better and better.’ This is the rea-

say (from my previous remarks), ‘Yes,
but there might be rocks, stumps, or
bushes that could serve as signposts.’

“That is very true, but here you are
putting faith, and | might say, blind
faith, in secondary features that you
THINK might be there. My interpreta-
tion would be that the BOTTOM does
not show enough good features (struc-
ture, breaks, breaklines) for the fish to
use on migration from the deep to the
shallows. | would check it out, but |
would classify the areas more as ‘troll-
ing’ water until proven otherwise. |
would not spend much time here. Re-
member, once again, we are talking
here about a RESERVOIR, not a natural

lake.
continued




It didn’t take Stanley Smith long to solve the
riddle of finding the whereabouts of early
season smallmouth. Stanley is a skillful and
knowledgeable angler who can adjust quickly
to almost any fishing situation.

BUCK TALKS FISHING, continued
“Now let me add a few things, such
as ‘washes’ or gullies, etc., to our big
bar (Figure 3). Things which are typical,
and found in most reservoirs. These
will set up the breaks and breaklines on
or connected to our big bar. They are
well defined and we or the fish should
have no trouble seeing them. Note also
these features GO ALL THE WAY TO
THE SHALLOWS. You and | must keep
in mind that when fish move toward the
shallows, the route they take must GO
ALL THE WAY. The fish may seldom
move all the way into the shallows due
to weather and water conditions, but
the route they take does. This is why

certain humps or underwater islands
are ‘dead ends’, and in time will be elim-
inated by the fish. They don’t go or ex-
tend all the way into the shallows. We'll
talk about humps one of these days.
“Now this particular bottom feature
(Figure 3) must be classified as ‘Fishing
Water,’ and you and | must shoot the
works in the presentation of lures both
casting and trolling. We control as
completely as possible our depth and
speed to find out where the fish are,
and what mood they are in at the time.
Today it might be easy, but tomorrow
we may have to exercise patience and
work our heads off to make contact.
Today we may fail, but tomorrow we

may fill the boat. Whichever the case
might be, we can feel fairly confident
we are in ‘fishing’ water.

“Stan, let’s look at your drawing
again (Figure 1). Now you tell me where
to work the deep water. While you are at
it, tell me how you would fish the area
the next time you go.”

Stan answered, “Well, — looking at it

- from this angle, it would have to be on

the left hand side of Figure 1 where all
those bars occur. The washes and
small channels between those fingers
certainly create enough breaks and
breaklines to feed and guide the fish to
the saddle.

“The next time | go, | would first

6 PROVEN
WAYS to .
take’em by

STORM

MANUFACTURING CO.

P.O. Box 265 e Norman, Oklahoma 73070

Try these other top-producing Storm lures. ..
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“WIGGLE WART”%
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%~ ThinFin®
“HOT'N
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BIG MAC”®

> % ., ¥
“BASS HOG"® “"CHUG BUG"® "“SHINER MINNOW"™ “WHIZ BANG"® “WEE WART'™ “TUBBY"® “TINYTUBBY"® “D.D.T."®
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check out my favorite ‘stick-ups’ on the . -
saddle behind the hump by casting. F h -

Then | would, for a short spell, troll Ig efme” F » i
around the end and both sides of the il SN\

saddle and hump. But, it wouldn’t be Do you haVe g SI(,’/(

long before | would be concentrating /
all my efforts, first trolling and then depfh ﬁ”de"7 /
casting, to thoroughly cover the depths

and speeds on the left hand side where -0r 4n eleafrlﬂ fl'0//[”g

the structure (breaks, breaklines) exist. 7 ———
| would hope in time to establish the h f —=
‘contact point’ and the route the fish m0f0’ f af Ig” f eell"g We”

take from deep water to the backside of For immediate surgery and fast recovery, send it to either
the hump. After | had established this, of our two repair clinics. We also do "face lifting", that is,

I'd probably, thereafter, go to the cast- changing your 100 ft. dial to a 60 ft. dial ($44.95 - Low-

ing positions first rather than the troll. ; SR :
I'd use at least two type lures in all posi- rance & Hummlnblrd only - Minnesota add $1.00 sales fox)

tions. First a free running and bottom HWY. 371, BOX 87 FISH 4846 CENTRAL AVE. N.E
bumping lure on a steady fast retrieve, NISSWA, MINNESOTA 56468 MPLS., MINNESOTA 55421
and then a ‘jump’ type lure (jig, soft FHONEIO 08 4905 LECTRONICS  rHONE 612 571-1277
plastics, etc.) for the slower speeds.
However, if | failed on the cast, | would
not leave the area until | had covered it

thoroughly on the troll.” WORLDS GREATEST
“You had the answers to this particu-
lar situation.” | smiled. “Why gid you FISHING’S GREAT FUN, when FISHBOWL -
: i IGAN
ask me to tell you which side of the | | You take your Boy, or help LAKE MICH

< - LAKE TROUT, COHO and KING SALMON, STEELHEAD,
saddle and hump, or spot, to work in “SOMEONE” BROWN TROUT

deep water? Never mind, now let me ENJOY A CHARTER FISHING VACATION AND _LIVE

f|nISh thls ﬂower bed The neXt t|me we ABOARD OUR 30' OR 45' YACHT. SUPERBLY EQUIPPED
Y ——CANOE CAMP i3,
7
&"‘ Pri

WITH LATEST ELECTRONIC GEAR.
talk, we’ll talk about the seasonal ONE WEEK
movements of the smallmouth bass.

FOUR PEOPLE, ONLY $226.00/PERSON

Ages 9 to 17
This should help you and the kids on 0; g 9" "L':’f:"q‘:‘;":;‘“’ Capt. Bill Blake
the pre-spawn early season E; LAC LA CROIX, ONTARIO 294 Rosewood, S.
smallmouth venture. | might add, if | get Box ZUP e 218 / 365-4018 Grand Rapids, Mlchlgan 49506

P.O. ELY, MN 55731 616-459-2928

my chores done, | might just tag along
on that trip.” Y

S o HROAD .

oA _ ) RUNNER

RUNNER | with “adl
IN IT'S 215 YEAR OF PRODUCTION LURES M

® Assortment of 6 Lures

Tied with a chenille body, nylon wound ® Colorful Catalog The Road Runner with Curly Tail has a
for extra strength, and breathing action @ Blakemore Decal life-like  wiggle, giving the appearance of
marabou, this Road Runner will catch’em : life. This along with the flashing action
when a regular jig won’t. It’s almost like of the blade, and the perfect balance of

fishing two lures at once with jig and spin- $8.00 VVALUE FOR 0n|y $5.00 the head, provides for a real fish catcher.

ner action,
Gentlemen, Enclosed is my check for $

Please Rush Me:
ROAD RUNNER SPECIAL
@ $5.00 ea.
Name
Address

City, State Zip.
¥ Mo. Residents add 3 1/8% Sales Tax (Please Print)




