Place this rocky **breakline’’ (sudden increase in depth) in 12 to 14 ft. of water, as it
normally would be when water levels are high, and you can see why game fish might
snuggle up to it. It's an *‘edge’’ used by the fish when they pause or migrate here.

LURE SPEED

It’s More Important Than You Think

The majority of fishermen don’t know or understand why
controlling lure or bait speed is important. Here are the facts.
by Buck Perry, Education Editor

or years | used ‘““speed con-

trol” as a major aid in catch-

ing fish consistently when-

ever and wherever | fished. It
soon became apparent that this con-
trol could help me catch fishermen
(the important one) as well. From
coast to coast the general thinking
seemed to be | was some sort of nut
by the way | controlled my lure speed
at times.

Thirty-plus years ago, a writer of a
large city newspaper was telling his
readers about a fishing trip he had
made a couple days before. Parts of
his story went something like this:

“How,” | exploded, “do you expect a
bass to catch this lure without rocket
equipment? My grumbling ceased
when something almost tore the rod
out of my hand. Buck also connected.”

About 20 years ago, in another area,
the following is part of a dialog with a
boat dock operator, as | tied my boat
up at the ramp.

Dock Operator: “Say, Mister, are
you a stranger around here?”’

Me: “Yep!”

Dock Operator: “Have you ever
fished this lake before?”’

Me: “Nope!”’

Dock Operator: “Well, friend, I've

been watching you out there, and
you’ve been fishing way too FAST!”

Me: “Is that right? You mean [|'ve
been doing this thing all wrong?
Guess I’d better start over!” (With
that, | pulled the unobserved stringer
up and released a limit of fish back in
the lake.)

Dock Operator: (Bug-eyed) “Well,
uh—uh—uh—uh—"

About 6 months ago, in another
area, a fisherman said, “For the life of
me, | can’t see how you caught those
fish as FAST as you were going.”

(It’s the same old axiom—you don’t

continued
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care what they say, just as long as
they spell the name right.)

At times the term “speed” is not
fully understood. Quite often it has
been asked why | used this word in-
stead of the word “velocity” when
talking about how fast the lure is mov-
ing through the water. There’s no
doubt the term “velocity” would be a
more accurate word, but those who
have studied our material (books,
Home Study Series, etc.) should re-
call it said: “FOR THIS STUDY, we
will use the term ‘speed’ to denote
how slow or how fast we move the
lure through the water.”

Many fishermen have a tendency to
fish too slow at times. This is espe-
cially true during the hotter parts of
the season and when working the
shallows. Most of them have been
told so many times in the past to fish
“slow,” they give no thought that a
lure moving faster may do the trick

LURE
SPEED

when all else fails. One thing for sure,
most of the food a game fish takes
isn’t “lounging” around!

In order to get the fishermen think-
ing ‘“faster,” | figured the word
“speed” would do the trick. When
hearing or seeing “speed control” in

- fishing, many would be thinking of a

lure moving at a FAST rate. (Although
he should know if he worked a lure in
such a way as to let it remain still for a
spell, without movement, the speed
would be ZERO!

Do not get the idea when | talk
about “speed” it means you and | are

secutive casts.”’ — Buck Perry
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“The guideline that separates the avid structure fisherman from the run-of-the-mill
Jisherman is his efforts at all times to find a ‘school’ of big fish and catch a limit on con-

to go out and race around like some
maniac. When I’'m talking about
speed, I’'m talking about speed CON-
TROL. This control should be from
zero to the point where you may think
the fish can’t catch the lure.

It is important to keep in mind, in
order for our speed to be effective, we
must control our ‘“depth” AT THE
SAME TIME. If we try to check out
speeds in a particular depth, and a dif-
ferent speed causes the lure to leave
that depth, we haven’t accomplished
very much as far as “speed control” is
concerned. To put it another way—if
our speed (how fast our lure moves
through the water) is so slow or so
fast we lose control of DEPTH (where
the fish are), then our speed is “off”
one way or the other.

Most lures will fail to maintain a
certain depth long before the speed is
too fast—or fast enough. Some lures
will not keep a desired depth if mov-
ing too slow. To handle speed and
depth control, you and | must select
the right fishing gear and learn to use
it in such a way that the CONTROL of
depth and speed (at the same time)
becomes automatic. We never forget
that all our questions about fishing
successes and failures should be an-
swered in terms of depth and speed
control—NOT in terms of size, color
and action of lures or baits.

The majority of fishermen do not
know or understand WHY controlling
lure or bait speed is important. The
answer is very simple—‘“speed” is
the thing we control to make the fish
“take” (“strike,” ‘“smack,” “grab,”
“pop,” “inhale,” etc.).

When we consider speed control,
we are not only talking about what
makes a fish finally take the lure, we
are also talking about HOW MANY
FISH CAN BE CAUGHT. My thinking
in this last reason for “speed control”
is as important as the first one.

The guideline that separates the
Spoonplugger (structure fisherman)
from the run-of-the-mill fisherman is
his efforts AT ALL TIMES to find a
“school” of big fish and CATCH a
limit on consecutive casts. This is his
driving force; he must NOT be satis-
fied with “stragglers.” He may have to
settle for stragglers (one fish here,
another there) at times, but he is re-
lentless in his efforts to fill up a string-
er in short order with big fish. He may
not accomplish this very often, but he
never stops trying. He knows this ef-
fort (guideline) IS THE BEST “TEACH-
ER” HE HAS IN BECOMING A BET-
TER FISHERMAN. He also knows a
major key to accomplishing his goal
(a catch of big fish, caught quickly) IS
HIS KNOWLEDGE AND -SKILL IN
CONTROLLING THE SPEED OF HIS
LURES AT THE RIGHT DEPTHS.

continued



At this time | do not want to talk
about “fishing” or “testing” a feature
in a lake THOROUGHLY. In other
words, we are not going to discuss
how to go about the presentation of
lures to be sure no fish are missed, if
they are around. We have talked about
covering a feature ‘“thoroughly” in
past issues of Fishing Facts—and
we’ll talk about it again in the future.
Right now, | want to talk about how to
control “speed” (and maintain depth
effectively) to get the fish to “take,”
and to catch more than one fish—if
they are around.

In our talks (and study material) we
set up guidelines for SPEED vs. LURE
TYPES. We set them up this way:

1. Free-running, bottom-bumping
lures—faster group.

2. “Jump” type Ilures—slower
—below the free-running.

3. Live bait—slower still—below
“jump” type.

4. Dead bait—slowest speed.

At this time, let’s talk about con-
trolling our speed when CASTING.
We need only talk about the first two
iure types, as | see no need to discuss
“speed control” on the last two (3 & 4).

Motor “trolling” doesn’t present as
many problems in securing good
speed control as does casting. But it
does entail some effort to control
depth at the same time. (This is no

LURE
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worry when using ‘“Spoonplugs,” as
they were designed to maintain their
depth regardless of the speed in-
volved in casting or trolling.) We’ll talk
later about control of depth and
speed while trolling.

Figure 1 is a top view of a “bar”’—
known to be productive at times. The
shape is shown by the ‘“breakline”
(sudden increase in depth or a drop-
off). The boat is positioned so both
the shallows and the deeper water
can be worked effectively by “fan-
casting.” Let’s say we are anchored in
water that is 8 feet deep.

We first check out the shallow wa-
ter. If the extreme shallows contain
weeds, they can be checked with top
water or weedless lures. (There is no
reason to include these in our speed
vs. lure types.)

In working a surface lure, we work
it slow or slower with a “stop and go”
type retrieve. Then we work it faster
with a steady retrieve. Then still faster
across the top of the weeds with rod

action and faster retrieve.

When checking speeds with the
weedless lure, we slowly crawl it
through the weeds with a steady re-
trieve, or we can use a “‘stop and go”
retrieve, letting the lure sink into all
open spots (weed-free holes) in the
weeds. Finally we ‘“skitter” the lure
fast (and faster) across the very top of
the weeds.

If there are no weeds, or we decide
to check the outside of the weeds
first (we figure if there are no fish out-
side the weedline, it is not likely there
are any good fish in the weeds), we
would start with a sinking, free-swim-
ming, bottom-bumping lure on a
steady retrieve. If the temperature is
rather low, we would start with a nor-
mal, slower retrieve (enough to get ac-
tion in the lure). After 4 or 5 casts
(“fancasting”’ —see figure), we would
begin to increase the speed of the re-
trieve. After a few additional casts, a
good fish takes the lure. The next cast
to the same area produces another
fish. This second fish indicates a
good movement is in progress, and
we must assume a goodly portion
have migrated into the shallows. It is
at this time “speed control” comes in-
to its own. It is at this point the fisher-
man INCREASES his speed still fur-
ther. He should keep increasing his
retrieve speed until it is about as fast

Eagle Claw AMERICAN™ spinning rod.
Superb glass rods.

DENCO™ GRAPHITE casting rod. The quality

graphite rod that's an honest value.

Oh, we use technology. Because our mod-

IN FISHING —
TECHNOLOGY NEEDS TRADITION

s Gpolpensres

right. And even a computer can't do that.

Only experience, correct design and

fine craftsmanship can make a rod

good enough to wear our name . . . or yours.
Fish one.

ern rods require it. .

But tradition is what makes an Eagle Claw
rod a fine fishing instrument. They’re made with
care. They have to feel right; they have to fish

TRADITIONALLY GREATRODS . . . Eé[G()ﬁ Cm @RODS

Eagle Claw, American and Denco are trademarks of the Wright & McGill Co., Denver ® 1983
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FIGURE 1—Top view of an underwater “‘bar.”’ The boat is positioned so both the
shallows and the deeper water can be worked effectively by fancasting.

as he can crank the reel. If he doesn’t
increase the speed he is not likely to
catch many of the fish that may be
present.

The purpose of increased speed is
to make the fish more active, and to
keep them in a “frenzy” or competi-
tive mood LONGER. Speed control is
the only thing | have found that will do
this. If we slow down in any way, the

fish “cool” off. (This means not slow-
ing down when “fighting” the fish.)

Let us suppose we did not start
checking the shallows with a free-run-
ning, steady-retrieved lure, but
started our casting with a “jump
type” lure (jig, soft plastic, spoon,
etc.). Let’s also suppose that after a
few casts a good fish is hooked. The
next cast to the same area catches

another fish. Then we draw a blank on
a bunch of casts. What then?

The skilled fisherman would know
(after catching the second fish) he
has to increase the speed of the lure
without losing his depth control
(where the fish are). If he had been
checking his depth and speed cor-
rectly (with the jump type lure) he had
let the lure sink to the bottom after
the cast. Then with a twitch of the
rod, he made the lure jump a short
distance and then let it settle back to
the bottom, etc., etc..... To increase
the speed, he would twitch (or jerk)
the rod more and take up line faster. If
he thought he was losing too much
depth control as he jumped the lure
farther and faster, he could remedy
this to a certain degree by switching
to a heavier, faster sinking Ilure
(heavier jig, etc.). But he knows his
speed control is going to be limited
with a “jump type” lure. If he in-
creases his speed too much there is
no way he can maintain depth control
(where the fish are). Without too much
time lost, he would switch to a free-
running, bottom-bumping lure and
really wind it up. If the shallows did
not produce with these two style
lures (after checking speeds with
both types) the deeper water should
be checked out.

continued

A new two-dimensional sight and sound lure!

During a recent Great Lakes fishing test, Cotton Cordell's
Rattlin’ Salmon Spot outproduced every other lure.

Simply, the visability of the brilliant chrome and
flourescent colors, combined with an exaggerated noise
chamber, helped Cotton’s Spot catch salmon, steelhead,
and trout when other lures just didn’t produce. Cotton’s
ready for you to try this incredibly productive,

INTRODUCTORY OFFER:

two-dimensional lure . . . the Salmon Spot. Here’s what
you get every time you tie one on your line: * 40

independent rattles that draw the fish’s attention —

To receive two (2) of Cotton’s new RATTLIN’
SALMON SPOT lures send $6.00 (check or money

order) to the address below. Please include

complete shipping information. Allow 4-6 weeks
for delivery. This offer expires January 1, 1984.

Cordell Tackle, Dept.

FF43CB

whether shallow or deep. « The proven flash of chrome
combined with traditional flourescent colors. « A
straight-running, wildly vibrating lure. « Strong, plated
hooks to hold the largest salmon, steelhead, or trout.

« The best new Great Lakes lure of the decade.

, P.O. Box 1452, Fort Smith, AR 72902
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SECOND LOOK.

Introducing Sonic Wave's Twin Screen VS2040. The ultimate
fish finding machine with over a million depth ranges.

TV Display.

® Full Screen —

® Full Screen —

Double Action Full Screen/Split Screen

Designed for the serious fisherman the Sonic Wave
Twin Screen Video Sounder gives you unlimited
fish finding options.

full depths from either trans-
ducer.

close-up ZOOM views from either
transducer.

e Split Screen — full depth views from either
transducer simultaneously.

e Split Screen — full depth and ZOOM view from
either transducer.

Computerized Keyboard Control.
Easy to operate computerized touch
panel control puts over one million
depth ranges at your fingertips.
Select from 6 primary depth ranges
0-30, 60, 120, 360, 720 and 1440
feet. For zoom-in views, simply
punch in the upper and lower limits in
one foot increments.

Instant Fish Finding Facts.

® Numeric depth display readouts.

® Optional boat speed and water
temperature numeric readouts.

® Depth scale lines with numeric
readouts.

® Seabed discrimination to identify
bottom huggers.

Dual Transducer Operation.

Sonic Wave’s unique twin screen dual transducer
operation gives you single or simultaneous shal-
low and deep water scanning. Choose the view you

want from either transducer on the 6 inch TV
screen display. This unique double action feature
provides forward scanning and downrigger

tracking.

Also available — Sonic Wave Model VS2020: Same fish finding features with single

transducer. Five year CRT warranty both models.

SONIC WE

For more information see your local dealer now, or write:

BH ELECTRONICS, INC. ® 331 Bremer Building® St. Paul, MN 55101
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action stops in a situation like this, it
usually means the fish have dropped
off the structure.

Now let’s assume we did not start
the deep water presentation with a
free-running lure, but started with a
slower jump type lure (which we
shouldn’t). We make our cast toward
deep water, and let the lure sink to the
bottom. We take up the slack, and
twitch the rod tip to make the lure
“jump” a small distance. We let the
lure settle back and then twitch the
rod slightly again, etc., etc. During
these short jumps of the lure, we try
to keep minimum slack in the line by
taking up line on the reel. We also
watch the line to see any “take.” Here
again, we must keep our ‘“‘speed con-
trol” in mind. We watch the line and
take up slack, so we are ready to set
the hook IMMEDIATELY after the
‘“take.” Some people would have you
believe you should let the fish “run”
with a jump type lure—say a plastic
worm, before setting the hook. My re-
action to this advice is to say a fish
can ‘“inhale” a worm so fast you can
hardly see the action. He can also
“exhale” it just about as fast! If he
runs with it, he is already hooked, but
may be hooked so lightly he can get
rid of it during the “run.”

To increase our speeds with this
type lure in the deeper water, we do it
as before (as in the shallows). We
move the rod farther and take up the
slack faster. We can also go with a
faster sinking jump lure—such as a
heavy jig. However, anytime we stop
taking fish out of a school with a
slower jump type lure, we should im-
mediately switch to the faster free-
swimming, bottom-bumping type (and
vice versa).

Maximum speed before and after
we hook a fish should occur during
the warmer weather and water condi-
tions, or when the fish have moved
shallow. However, we must keep in
mind when we increase speed we may
start losing depth control at an in-
creased rate. Therefore we never
forget that the “tools” (lures and/or
baits) we use, and the way we use
them to control our speed, may be the
difference between great fishing suc-
cess and no fishing success at all.

After all, catching a lot of big fish is
the reason most of us are out there,
so why reduce our chances by refus-
ing to observe the rules of speed con-

trol while casting? @



