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BUCK TALKS FISHING

hat I DIDN’T

say about
structure fishing”’

by Buck Perry, Education Editor

his past year, due to the

fact new readers are

coming along all the
time, | started a series of “‘talks”’
(articles) to review some of the
“basics” of structure fishing. To
get started | discussed the BA-
SIC GUIDELINE of the Spoon-
plugger (structure fisherman).
As expected, the response indi-
cated quite a few fishermen
were hearing the information for
the first time. | was rather sur-
prised to find some of the ““old’’
readers hadn’t gotten the mes-
sage. In other words, quite a few
did not hear or understand what
was said.

Before we talk of other things,
| feel more should be said about
the ““Basic Guideline”” of the
structure fisherman. If a caption
were put to this discussion, it
probably would be something
like this: ““What | Didn’t Say’’ or
“I Didn’t Say That!’’or “‘What The
Basic Guideline Said.”

Let me back up a bit here and
say something so everyone will
know what | mean when | use
the word ‘‘guideline.”

While still a small chap, it was
determined (the hard way) that
to be consistently successful
whenever and wherever | went
fishing, I'd have to have facts,
rules or “‘guidelines’ to follow in
ALL phases of fishing. There
was no way | could get satisfac-
tion out of fishing if | went about
it in a haphazard manner, or
predicated my success on some-
thing | could buy in a fancy
wrapped package.

The “guidelines,” as set forth
in the structure fisherman’s
(Spoonplugger) study material,
have proven their worth over a
good number of years. The
guidelines have made me a hap-
py fisherman. They have done
the same for a great many other
fishermen who have understood
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Elwood (k‘ ‘Buck’’) Perry, the father of structure ﬁsing,
displays a big bass that gobbled up a deep-running,
bottom-bumping lure (#700 Series Spoonplug).

FIGURE 1 - Top view of a natural lake with three deep

sections (or holes) shown.

what the guidelines said.

We should repeat the Basic
Guideline, for I'm sure there will
be some (again) who will be hear-
ing it for the first time.

The ““home”’ of the fish (where
he spends the greater part of his
time — a sanctuary from a
changing environment) is some-
where in the deep, or deepest,
water in the area being fished.
When in the sanctuary depths,
the fish are normally so dormant
or so deep they are almost im-
possible to locate or catch. As
fishermen, we are saved due to
the fact they do not stay so dor-
mant or so deep all the time.
Once or twice on an average
fishing day they will become ac-
tive and MAY move toward the
shallows. We are saved again
because, when the fish become
active and move towards the
shallows, they do not go in just
any direction. The route they
take has bottom features (struc-
ture, breaks, breaklines) that
show them the way. As fish
move along a bottom feature
(structure) they will pause or stop
at “'things”’ (breaks and break-
lines) on the bottom. Where they
(the fish) start from, how far they
go (toward the shallows) and
how long they stay (at a “‘break”
or “breakline,” before turning
back to deep water) is depen-
dent upon (controlled by) the
weather and water conditions at
that particular time.

In order to consistently catch
fish we must control the depth
and speed of our lures (or bait)
on, and/or around the bottom fea-
tures (structure, breaks, break-
lines) the fish are using in their
movements and migrations.

If the Basic Guideline is read
and studied carefully it should
be seen there are quite a few
things involved here. | like to
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BIG BASS IS OUR BUSINESS

In The Bass Capital of the World
St. Johns River & Lake George
BASS BOAT RENTALS
Modern Individual Housekeeping Units with A.C. and T.V.
Meals—Tackle—Top Self-Employed Guides Available
Close to all Central Florida Attractions. Call for info or write:
ASS WORLD LODGE
P.O. Box 430-S, Georgetown, FL 3203¢
(904) 467-2267

FISHING
HGTS #

Learn the Basics and
Most advanced Methods:
Be one of the select few
who know the Hows,
Wheres, Whens and Whys
of catching fish under the
ice. Everything from loca-
tions, presentations, equip-
ment, lures to baits. In-
cludes Hints, Tips,
Hotspots, Techniques &
Secrets.

ICE FISHING GUIDE -

8piease send me copies of Ice Fishing Guide.

When you're going trolling for ton-
nage, then this is the kind of snap
you should have on your Sampo ball
bearing swivels. We only put them
up in #5 and #6, each with solid,
stainless steel welded rings. Leader
just spirals into place on the cork-
screw snap, and it stays in place
‘cause it takes a thumb to
get it off. i
You don’t use pliers with ~ “$#
this snap, either. Try ’em,
they’re available nickel
plated or dead black. They
work. And they keep
Americans working.
Sampo is the only ball
bearing swivel made in the

1 USA. If you can't find
g $10.00 Includes Postage and Handling 8 them, write to us and we'll
IName : try to get you some.
pAddress ]
§City State Zip 1
:Enclose check or money order and send to: :
ICE FISHING PUBLICATIONS —N 1
#P.0. Box 529 - Thief River Falls, MN 56701 I
- D D D D D G N D S D D D G SN GE ED Em e A’y“""“
SAMPO—the only ball bearing
: 0 swivel made in the USA.
We are Wlnnlng' Sampo Division of Rome Specialty Company, Inc.,
Barneveld, New York 13304, (315)896-2815
Please support the
*gAMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY*
]
The Anatomy of a

Fish Catchin’ Fish Lure:

Direct shaft = %2
through the blade
spins easier and
faster than a clevis
attached spinner

Convex/concave
blade spinning
on the shaft
creates the
sound of a real
live fish bait

Anchored lead body
reduces line twist,
casts better and

~ lets Panther Martin
get down to
where the fish are

Razor-sharp VMG
hooks catch fish
easily when you
want to. Barbless
hooks release fish
when you want to

Often copied, but never equaled.
Over the years a number of copies of
the Panther Martin have come on the
market, but none have remained.
Why? Because Fishermen know
Panther Martin and Panther Martin
alone is a more effective fish lure.
Send for FREE color catalog and/or
$7.00 postpaid for each sampler kit of

four lures each. g\
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[J Send me FREE color Catalog

[J Send me Panther Martin Sampler Kit
(4 lures). Enclosed is $7.00 postpaid for
each kit.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP
Harrison-Hoge Industries, Inc.
P.O. Box 944, Dept. FI61L
Smithtown, NY 11787
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think of them in terms of:

1. The Movement of the Fish

2. Lake Features — Structure, Breaks,
Breaklines, Deep Water

. Weather and Water

. Lake Types

. Mapping and Interpretations

. Controls and Tools

7. The Presentation of Lures

8. Mental Attitude

Let us look at the Basic Guideline and
see if we can clear up what the Basic
Guideline DID say, or what the Basic
Guideline DID NOT say.

It said: *“The ‘home’ of the fish (where
he spends the greater part of his time —
a sanctuary from a changing environment)
is somewhere in the deep, or deepest,
water in the area being fished.”

This part did not say the home of the
fish was in the deepest spot in the lake.
It did not say the fish had a definite spot
in the deep water as a sanctuary from a
changing environment.

Let's look at some figures to better
show what was said or what was NOT
said. Figure 1 is a top view of a natural
lake. There are three deep sections (or
holes) in the lake. One section is 25 ft.
deep, another 35 ft. and the third 48 ft.
Our guideline would indicate there exists
three sections in the lake the fish could
consider ‘““home.”’ |t did not say all the fish
would be in the 48-ft. hole. Neither did it
say the fish would be 48 ft. deep.

Figure 2 is a top view of a reservoir
(man-made lake). Note the depth figures
of the channels. It should be obvious the
deep or deepest water in any area fished
would be the channels. The Basic Guide-
line did not say all the fish would be in the
channel where the depth is 80 feet.
Neither did it say the sanctuary was at 80
feet. IT DID NOT SAY AT WHAT DEPTH
THE FISH MAY BE.

Figure 3 is a side view of one of the
deeper sections of the natural lake
(Figure 1), or a section of the reservoir
(Figure 2) with a channel.

The Basic Guideline said the sanctuary
of the fish (from a changing environment)
was SOMEWHERE in the deep or deep-
est water in the area being fished. It did
not say they were in the deepest spot.
Neither did it say the fish were always on
the bottom.

What actually did the guideline say re-
garding the sanctuary of the fish? It said
DEEP WATER was the only escape from
a changing environment.

Your question at this point may be:
““Where are the fish when they’re in the
sanctuary depths?’’ | would say “Never
mind, we aren’t to that part of the basic
guideline yet.”” However, | could say we

continued
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GIANT
HEAVY DUTY
INFLATABLE BOATS
2 MAN $38
3 MAN $50
4 MAN $65

As part of an advertising test, Dunlap Boat Mfg.
will send any of above size boats to anyone who
reads and responds to this test before the next 30
days. Each Boat Lot No. (Z-26 PVC) is constructed
of tough high density fabric (resistant to abrasions,
sunlight, salt & oil), electronically welded em-
bossed seams, nylon safety line grommeted all
around, heavy duty oar locks, 3 separate air cham-
bers for extra safety (4 air chambers in 4-man),
self-locking safety valves, bow lifting & towing han-
dle and are recommended for marine, ocean and
fresh water recreation, camping, fishing or a family
fun boat. Each boat will be accompanied with a
LIFETIME guarantee that it must perform 100%
, or it will be repiaced free. Add $7 handling &
... . ... L e | | crating for each boat requested. Dunlap Boat Mfg.
FIGURE 2 - Top view of a reservoir (man-made lake). Note the depth pays all shipping. If your order is received within
figures of the channels the next ten days you will receive FREE a com-
i bined hand/foot inflator/deflator bellows style
pump for each boat requested. Should you wish
to return your boat you may do so for a full refund.
Any letter postmarked after 30 days will be re-
turned. LIMIT three (3) boats per address, no ex-
ceptions. Send appropriate sum together with your
name and address to: Boat Dept. #538-B, Duniap
Boat Mfg., 2940 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA
90006. Or for fastest service from any part of the
country call 1-800-824-9988 for Boat Dept. #538-B
(Calif. residents call collect 213-735-9363), before
midnight seven days a week. Have credit card
ready.

C%Yf  g&le

WORLD'S 7 ST OUTETTTER
BT s

FIGURE 3 - Side view of one of the deeper Section& of the néiuml
lake shown in Figure 1, or a section of reservoir (Figure 2) with a channel.

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Rods . . Reels . . Lures . .. Boating
Camping . . . Outdoor Clothing
Hunting . . . Gifts . . . and Much More.

FREE
CATALOG SUBSCRIPTION

I Mail today to reserve your Spring issue
I

| NAME

ADDRESS

FIGURE 4 - Side view ofa fishing situation with fish grouped at a sanctudrj) depth. o8 STATE 2P
Here the fish are not only at a depth where most fishermen have problems presenting : a g z ’ 821-601=
®

Iures correctly, but they are also dormant and not likely to move any great degree Sidney
to take a lure. S " _Nebrasks 69160
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g(tema/ Survisors

VAN, PICKUP, MINI-TRUCK OR CAR
SUNVISORS

Reduce road glare and improve passenger
comfort with Supervisor, the "'Original”’
External Sunvisor available in six different
styles to fit most popular vehicles. To order,
see your local auto parts, van shop or 4 x4
retailer. For a free catalog call 1-800-426-8994
(in Washington, call 206-272-8479).

© 1985 Saturn Corp.. Dept. FF, 2221 Ross Way, Tacoma. WA 98421

[ GIVE YOUR POND
A BREATH
OF FRESH AIR !

/7"

AERATION

e Prevents fish kill

Eliminates off odors

0 5922

e PR

® Adds life-giving oxygen 90900
e o‘/o

. ® Attracts ducks to open water ', 0~ 5
h2d

Burns up pollutants which
grow algae

Easy to install — comes
complete — plugs into house
current .

e Can be installed through ice '

gen-AiRator

GROVHAC, INC.
3421 N. 35th St.
Milwaukee, WI 53216
or call: 414 449-1900

34 / JANUARY, 1986

BUCK TALKS
FISHING

don’t know — yet!

The Basic Guideline went on to say:
““When in the sanctuary depths the fish are
normally so dormant or so deep they are
almost impossible to locate or to catch.”

For a very long time | have been unable

to word the guideline at this point so
everyone would get the message. It is ob-
vious too many fishermen have missed
or given little thought to this point. | would
have trouble guessing the number of
fishermen over the years who have not
taken this statement seriously. At the
same time they have missed entirely the
part of the guideline that follows. Before
we get to that part let’s look at another
figure to more clearly point out what the

continued on p.39

FIGURE 5-A - In this figure the fish have become active but have NOT

migrated or moved toward the shallows to any degree.

FIGURE 5-B - Here the fish have now moved or mlgrated thard the Shallows.

o e

In this case they have moved to a depth of 15 feet.

FIGURE 6-A - Top view of one of the most common structure situations
found in numerous bodies of water.
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guideline said — or didn’t say.

Figure 4 is a side view of a fishing
situation; | have placed a group of fish at
a sanctuary depth. These fish could be
either bass, walleye, striped bass or
northern pike, etc. In this case | have
placed them at a depth of 28 feet.

The fish are not only at a depth at which
most fishermen have problems present-
ing lures correctly, but they are also dor-
mant and not likely to move any great
degree to take a lure. It’s possible they
may suck in a lure (or bait) if it were
placed in front of their nose at zero speed.
However, it is doubtful many fishermen
could pinpoint where they are, or be able
to place the lure so accurately. It is never
likely a troller or a caster working deep
water would make contact with these fish.

When SOME fishermen read or hear
that the fish spend the greater part of their
time in deep water, one may decide to
give it a try. On his next trip (after he fails
in the shallows) he moves to the deep
water. He has no idea where the fish
might be in deep water, nor does he know
how to effectively present lures there.
After spending a period of time wander-
ing around like some lost duck, he de-
bunks the idea that fish are in deep water
and goes back to fishing the stick-ups and
visible objects in the shallows. [At least
he caught a fish there several trips back.]

This type of reaction to the deep water

message is not difficult to understand. He T“E BES' FISHI"G BOAT 'o“
missed the part of the Basic Guideline - ! » -
which stated the fish may be so deep or CouLD m IS F“l'l' OF AIR.
so dormant they are almost impossible to 3 l
catch. However, he is not the only one e
who missed the point. Much too often EX-
PERIENCED structure fishermen (Spoon-
pluggers) will forget this important part of
the Basic Guideline. Many, after drawing
a blank in deep water (or shallow), WILL
START TO THINK THEY ARE DOING
SOMETHING WRONG. This type think-
ing results in loss of confidence, sloppy
lure presentation, and lack of patience.
It leads to doubts and gimmickry. It
makes the angler vulnerable to ideas on
fishing shortcuts and old wives’ tales that
are forever present. : -~

Let us proceed to the next portion of | = >t sﬁﬁ%ﬁ% %gﬁ@&%’%&g&
the Basic Guideline of the structure ’ '
fisherman (Spoonplugger).

“We are saved due to the fact they (fish)
do not stay dormant or so deep all the

Phone: 516-724-8900

Sea Eagle inflatable boats are the answer for 8304 Rl 0GMINon SR EST

time. Once or twice on an average fishing fishermen looking for a practical, safe and eco-
day they will become active and MAY nomical way to fish wilderness lakes, hard to get Sealkagle Dept F}L61B ViR
MGVe towatdstie shalloe on bass ponds, local strip pits and other bodies P.O. Box 944, Smithtown, N g
i : T : of water where the real lunkers are. Write or [ Send me FREE color catalog!
This portion of the guideline follows im- phone for
mediately after that part which points out FREE COLOR CATALOG! =
the fish may be so dormant or so deep o .
. . F ‘ o address
t_hey are not likely to be caught_. This por- == ] EI‘IEBHE - _
tion does not say fish are active all the Adiisio of HarsonsHogo Industios, .
continued SED oz
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time. It does not say they are in the
shallows all the time.

This portion does not say the fish
become active and move to the shallows
once or twice a day. It does not say the
fish move to the shallows once or twice
aday to feed. At no time does this guide-
line (or any of the others) say anything
about ‘“feeding.” What the guideline said
was: “The fish become ‘active’ once or
twice a day and MAY move toward the
shallows.”

Let’s look at another figure to more
clearly point out what this portion of the
Basic Guideline said — or did not say.

Figure 5-A is a repeat of Figure 4, but
a change has occurred. In this figure the
fish have become active. However, they
have not migrated toward the shallows
to any degree. If you and | were able to
pinpoint where the fish were, we
shouldn’t run into much difficulty making
contact. The fish are no longer so dor-
mant or nonchasing; and our presenta-
tion of lures (or bait) would not have to
be so exact, but the lures would have to
be *‘on-the-money’’ (where the fish are)
and getting them there could be difficult.

In Figure 5-B the fish have moved or
migrated toward the shallows. In this case
they have moved to a depth of 15 feet.
Here again, if you or | know where to look
for these fish, it should be an easy mat-
ter to put a few of them in the boat. But
if we do not know where to look (or spend
all our time in the shallows) we may never
know the fish were active enough to move
this shallow. To further reduce our
chances for success, this depth (15 feet)
is likely to be the shallowest move-
ment of the fish. To top this, the fish
may stay here (or any other place) for
only 10 or 15 minutes before dropping
back to a sanctuary depth and becom-
ing inactive again.

continued

CATCH
BIG BASS
...and more
of’em!

CAPITAL OF
THE WORLD

K]
FAMOUS FOR:
Largemouth Bass, Striped
Bass, Bream and Speckled Perch.
Close to Florida's best attractions. One
day rbund trips to Disney World, Silver
Springs, St. Augustine, Daytona Beach.
. WRITE FOR FREE RECREATION OR FISHING
INFORMATION.

PLEASE SEND FREE  CIRECREATION INFO
' CIFISHING INFO

BASS CAPITAL SPORTSMAN'S ASSOCIATION *
BOX 550-A, PALATKA, FL 32077
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FIGURE 6—B’ — Side view showing a ridgelike bar with a “‘breakline’’ (a rapid
increase or decrease in depth) and a ‘‘break’’ (bush) on the bar-like structure.

Weedline - 5 ft./
Rocks - 10 ft.

FIGURE 7 - Side view of a ‘‘structure situation.’’ Buck’s article says the fish
may be found at 5 places (can you spot them?) depending upon the weather
and water conditions at the time the fish become active.
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FIGURE 8 - Top view of a ‘‘structure situation’’ in a man-made lake. The
diagram shows where a side feeder stream has cut a channel through a “‘flat.”’



BOAT/U.S.

Why have 190,000

boat owners
joined BOAT/U.S.?

Here’s what they say . . .

“l have been a member since 1974
and have saved many times the cost
of my dues in discount purchases
alone. However, just the represen-
tation that | get in Washington on
matters of interest to boaters is well
worth the small cost!”
GSR #28804 Columbus, OH
©
| thank you so much for intervening
on my behalf in settling my Marine
Insurance claim. You have suc-
ceeded where my lawyer could
not!”
LJK #227059 Albany, NY
(]

“As boating grows and boat com-
panies come and go, it is very evi-
dent that a consumer oriented
organization, such as BOAT/U.S., is
so urgently needed.
RPW #151470 Ringwood, NJ
@

“Your catalogs are the best I've
seen, especially the helpful tips and
information about how to choose
and evaluate various items.”’

DJH #245535 Alto, M/

®

“Your system works."”

RWM #226852 Apollo, PA

Boat Owners Association of The United States

BOAT
==

Over 20 services and benefits,
including:

o Lowest equipment prices

e “All-Risk’ marine insurance

e Representation in Washington
e Full-service travel bureau

e Books & charts at savings

e Plus much more!

Send for our free brochure today.

I

l Name I
I Address. I
I City I
I State Zip. l
BOAT/U.S. 880 So. Pickett St., Dept 2601 W |

| Alexandria, VA 22304 |
s e — —— —— — — — — -
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Jeri Perry (author’s wife) with a true ‘‘hawg’’-size bass.
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Is it any wonder why fishermen will
miss the fish most of the time if they do
not fully understand what our guidelines
say or don’t say? Is it any wonder some
fishermen may think they are not doing
things right? Do you think it would be wise
to exercise patience at times for the fish
to become active and move shallower?

The next part of the Basic Guideline
says: ‘“We are saved again because,
when the fish become active and move to-
ward the shallows, they do not go in just
any direction. The route they take has bot-
tom features (structure, breaks, break-
lines) that show them the way. As fish
move along a bottom feature (structure)
they will pause or stop at things (breaks,
breaklines) on the bottom.”’

This part of the Basic Guideline is the
KEY to where the fish will be found. The
features of the bottom the fish use in their
movements are known as ‘‘Structure Sit-
uations.” The guideline points out that
“structure’’ is a feature OF the bottom. It
did not say things such as rocks, stumps,
logs, weeds, bushes, etc., are ‘“‘struc-
ture.” A fisherman who spends all his
time working visible objects in the shal-
lows (or spends his time in deep water
looking for fish on a depth sounder) can-
not call himself a *‘structure fisherman.”

Figure 6-A is a top view of one of the
most common ‘‘structure situations”
found in bodies of water. It is a ridgelike

“bar’”’ extending ALL THE WAY from the
shallows to the deep water. There exists
quite a few different type ‘‘Structure
Situations’’ the fish use in their
movements and migrations, but this
“bar”’ (that goes all the way) will suffice
to show what the guideline said. The
figure shows that when the fish move
from the deep water toward the shallows
they go toward (or on) the “‘structure’ (a
feature OF the bottom).

Figure 6-B is a side view of the
ridgelike ‘‘bar.” It shows a ‘‘breakline”’
(a more rapid increase or decrease in
depth) and a ‘“‘break’ (bush) on the
“structure’’ (bar). The guideline states
fairly well where to look for the fish and
how to pinpoint where they (fish) will be.

The next part of the Basic Guideline
probably has more to do with the failures
(or successes) of fishermen than any
other thing. The reason for the failures is
due to the fisherman not understanding
fully what the first part of the guideline
said or didn’t say.

This part says: Where they (fish) start
from, how far they go (towards the shal-
lows) and how long they stay (at a
“break” or “breakline” before turning
back to deep water) is dependent upon
(controlled by) the weather and water con-
ditions at that particular time.”’

Figure 7 is a side view of a ‘*Structure
Situation.” Please note there are quite a
few things (breaks) on the structure. The
guideline says the fish may be found at
five places depending upon the weather
and water conditions at the time the fish
become active. It could be the fish do not
move or migrate from the sanctuary depth




due to the weather and water conditions.
It could be they move to the “breakline.”
This could be as far as they move before
turning back. It could be the weather and
water conditions are such that the fish,
after pausing at the breakline, move on
up to the “stump.”

Let’s say conditions (weather and
water) are fairly stable, etc., so you and
| decide to go fishing. We know this struc-
ture situation pretty well so we check it
out. It didn’t take too long to find that the
fish had moved up to the stump before
turning back.

Let us be optimistic and say on one of
our trips during the season the weather
and water conditions are near perfect. We
don’t make contact for quite a period, but
about 2:30 p.m. we catch a small fish
along the weedline. We check out the
deeper water down to the rocks (10 feet)
and, low and behold, we catch a good
mess of fish before the action stops. How
would you explain our success on this
particular trip?

Do you understand what this part of the
guideline says? Does it say fish make a
round trip to the shallows once or twice
a day? Does it say fish move all the way
to the shallows to feed? Does it indicate
weather and water conditions will be good
all the time? Would your past fishing ex-
periences indicate weather and water
conditions are good most of the time?

(Don’t ask me, for | might tell you to learn
more about deep water interpretation and
the presentation of lures if you expect to
catch fish consistently whenever or
wherever you go fishing.)

The last part of the Basic Guideline
says: ““In order to consistently catch fish
we must control the depth and speed of
our lures (or baits) on, and/or around the
bottom features (structure, breaks, break-
lines) the fish are using in their movements
and migrations.”

This part of our guideline did not say
anything about the size, color or action
of the lure. Neither did it say anything
about noise, odor or lucky charms. It did
not say anything about boats or how fast
they ran. It did not say you had to have
all the available electronics.

Figure 8 is a top view of a “structure
situation” in a Flatland reservoir (man-
made lake), where a side feeder stream
has cut a channel through a ““flat.”

Since it is a “‘structure situation,”” and
from what we know of depths in such a
reservoir, we can assume the fish would
have a deep water sanctuary somewhere
in the main channel. We could also as-
sume that the fish would make contact
with the ““Structure Situation’ at the main
channel “bars” (structure), and proceed
along the “‘breakline’’ (on or attached to
the bar) toward the shallows.

Let’s assume the weather and water

conditions are not too good. How many
sizes, colors and actions of lures are likely
to produce if you limit all your lure pres-
entations in the cove or along the shore-
line? Do you think any sweet (or foul)
smelling stuff you might smear on the
lures would do much good if the fish were
in the channel or bunched up on the bars
at the main channel? If you had a big ex-
pensive boat, just how much success
would you expect to have in the ‘‘cover’’
or ‘“‘stick-ups’ along the shoreline if the
farthest the fish moved toward the shore-
line was to the bush on the breakline.

As you and | have been talking, I'm
quite sure many questions have popped
into your mind. Probably in each portion
of the guideline discussed you have
wondered about many things.

In the beginning of our talk | pointed out
the things | think are involved in the Basic
Guideline. At this point, go back and look
at the things | said were involved. In past
talks (and in the future) | have (and will)
discuss in detail the “‘guidelines” for each
of the things involved. A lot of effort has
been put forth in articles, books, home
study courses, etc. to discuss in detail the
things involved in structure fishing
(Spoonplugging). This was done so that
when you and | get on the water there’ll
be no question as to where, when, why
or how to put some good-sized fish on the
stringer (or in the livewell). £

Fred Fnbogast

'BAIT OF CHAMPIONS "’

 neutral buoyancy keeps it flshmg
own deep even when you sto

there are times when funkers like to suspend around
ical structure and it takes a crankbait that goes deep-
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