Take The Lake As A Whole And Separate It
Into Two Types of Water

"Papaw, you know what?"
“Mo, what?"

"l believe those other boats left because Eric kept yelling at them every time

he caught a fish."

“Thaey probably pulled out because he caught a fish, but | doubt if they laft
because he yelled at them, I'd probably do the sama thing, if | were guiding a
couple fishless fishermen, and some squirts gave a yell every time they caught

a fish."

“Papaw, you know what?"
"What?''

“"Erig and | must be better fishermen than those other people.”

“Why you litlle squirt — you don't know your rear end from third base. All
you've been doing is sitting there holding the rod. Why do you think we're
daing nothing but trelling? Your casting stinks, and Eric makes a mess of
things every time he picks up the rod, How about all those big fish wrapping
the rods around the boal and taking lures like they were going out of style?
O.K., smart guys, we'll go work the areas where the other boats were; this
should show us just how great you are.”

“Papaw?"
“Yeh?"

“Dan’t yau think the fish have stopped biting 7"

“Papaw?"
“Huh?"

“l don't believe there are any fish around here.”

“Papaw?”
“Yes?"

"Why don’t we go back and fish where we caught the fish?"

“Now you want to be a fish hog, eh?"

“Papaw, you know whal?”
"Mo, what?"

"l don't think | can hald the rod much lenger; my arms are about to fall off."

he above conversation took

place when three of my grand-
children [Jeffrey, age 9; Donna, age
7, and Erie, age 5) were fishing far
northern pike and walleyes for the
first time. They were familiar with
other species, but this particular trip
would provide new and unigue ex-
periences and would enable me to
“teach”™ them a thing or two. Later at
the cabin, | explained why the other
fishermen failed, and why they (my
grandchildren) had caught some
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fish. (They were willing to be quiet,
because they were worn 10 a fraz —
“fishing where they ain't."")

A drawing was made showing the
conditions that existed in the general
area they had fished. They were im-
pressed with the fact that in order to
be successful, regardless of the type
presentation, a fisherman must use
features found in a body of water
{structure, breaks, breaklines, deep
water) as his guide to where the fish
might be. Then, he must use “lools”

(fishing gear) to conlrol the depth
and speed of the lures {or bait) an or
around these features.

“We caught fish because we were
using structure as our guide {a long
underwater “hump" or “bar'’), and
were trolling rather fast, using line
lengths and lure sizes to reach the
spot where the fish were. (See spol
marked “X."" Figure 1.) The other
fishermen did not necessarily fail
due to lack of skill, how they handled
the boat, or the type lure or bait used.
Their speed was probably close
encugh, but their failure was primar-
ily due ta the fact that their bait was
oul of position {depth control). They
were not using boltom features as
their guide. They were probably
there due lo the facl the area was
known as a “hot-spot.”” We have no
way of knowing how many times
their depth and speed control was
good or bad in the past. However,
today — it wasn't good enough.

“The sad part is, they mighl have
thought we were using some new-
found lure. Cr, they were not rigged
to troll as we were; or, the fish were
nol biting live bail today. Sadder still,
was the fact they pulled up and left.
What they should have done was
come over and find out WHY a cou-
ple small-fry were catching fish and
they weren't.”

(It was not explained why a
“guide” ora pro" wasn't likely to do
this, but would do just what they ob-
served - "gel the heck out of there.”')

In the past we have discussed how
you and | should use the features
(structure, breaks, breaklines, deep
water) in a lake (reservoir, pond.
streamn, etc.) as our guide to whare
the fish will be. These features are to
be used at all limes, regardless of the
weather, water conditions, seasons,
lake types, moods of the fish, ete. We
also talked aboutl how we must an-
swer all successes and failures in
terms of depth and speed control.
We set farth a BASIC presentation of
lures. This included both casting and
trolling. The basic presentation of
lures (depth and speed control)
wauld not change regardless of the
weather and water conditions, sea-
sons, lake types, species of fish, etc.
The whole purpose of which was to
show that success is not overly dif-
ficult, and that we o not need a new
sel of rules every lime we go fishing.
And, thal we cannol rely entirely
upen a particular “'method,” “sys-
tern,'"" etg, The things we have talked
aboul were also said so you and |



would know exactly whar to look for.
and just what to DO on each frip.

We might ask ourselves — “What
DO most fishermen have in mind
when they go fishing?'' “How DO
they plan to go about catching a fish
on each trip?" "How does il feel to
go on a body of water and NOT
KNOW what steps to take lo arrive al
the fish?"’

For many of us il has been so long
since there was any doubt as to what
must be done to consistently catch
fish, It can't be imagined what the
fealing would be. Undoubtedly, it
must be little short of frightening.
Probably most fishermen face the
unknown by planning to ulilize some
new electronic gimmick, “‘hot™ lure,
or some new “breakthrough.” Some
might depend upon some new ac-
tian, size, coler, rattle, cdor, or
sound that's supposed to drive the
fish crazy. It could be they plan to
use that new line or rod claimed to
change a bad fisherman into a good
fisherman. It migh! be some have
checked all “charts' and found the
“signs” are favorable for them on
that particular day, Probably mosl
plan on flying from ‘‘hot-spot’” to
“hot-spot,”” each hoping he is going
io do something a little bit different
from the rest.

We have no way of knowing just
what the plans are for the day, but it

wolld probably be safe to say that

Who can blame 5 yr. ald Eric for yelling when he got hold of a fish like this? most fishermen give some thoughl to
Even most grown-ups would get excited at the sight of this lunker. what they will do, bul with very few
knowing exactly what they SHOULD
do. Probably many of us would not
fish much it we did not know how
weather and water conditions af-
fected the movements of fish. Or,
that a fish spent most of his time in
deep waler and that he used bottom
leatures as guides in his movemenls
and migrations; and, that we must
control our depth and speed on or
arcund these features 1o overcome
his "moads.”

In the very baginning of aur talks. it
was pointed oul we must approach
the subject from many different an-
gles before many fishermen will fully
understand what is said.

Over the years it has become ap-
parent many fishermen do not com-
pletely understand what is meant
when it is said that STRUCTURE
must be our guide as to where the
fish might be! Mosl misunderstand-
ings are largely due to the fact that
NUMEROUS fishermen do not know
what the lerm “'structure’ truly
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< means. In recent years we have seen
4 & *g% * ';!"._ G FIGURE 1 and heard many references to the

¥ waord “structure” being made. Most
of the time those talking (or writing)
are not referring to STRUCTURE but,

i * in actuality, are lalking about
[—— ~—— ¥ “breaks™ and “breaklines.” In many
|"—=-—-- e ey - casas they are referring Lo visible ob-
) : IR jects (a stump. stick-up, log, weed

I ! patch, rock, etc.) that can be cast to-
R ward. They couldn’t be farther from
|“ e \'*ﬁ / [ I.'/ the truth when they say, "'l am a
Other hoat T r}' {4 . ‘structure’ fisherman,”
4 2N \ ! I el el Our Glossary of terms stales:
: : — ekl “STRUCTURE — the botlom of the
_,__P—"’D'tﬁerﬁém R lake with vnusual fealures that
e il = distinguishes it from the surrounding
P =l boltom area.”” We must nole the

e | word BOTTOM. It is not used just one
e ——— time in this sentence, it is used
'-: Other boat ™ TWICE. At no time did it say structure

e ) was a weed palch. bush, rock,

i e T— stump, etc. The bottom of the lake

e — (reservoir, stream, pond, etc.) was
St s <, ] T—_ | what it said, and what it meant.

N Bt It has been said when fish move

— (migrate) on structure, they will

_, Our trolling pass ““\\ pause or stop at breaks and break-
- \ lines on the structure. “Breaks' have

= = = v i = =3 = been described as objects found an
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the bottom, such as rocks, stumps. words 'deep water,” for if we do not

and particular 'structures’” they have

bushes, weeds, washes, clear spots,
alc, "Breaklines'’ ara described as a
place on the bottom where there is a
more sudden increase or decrease in
depth. Although a “breakline” is a
break in the botlom, it is used as a
separate feature, as it can be in the
farm of a weedline, edge of channel,
ar hale, a very obvious "line’’ around
a structure, or (for that matter) com-
plately around the body of water. Or,
it could be an "unseen’’ lype break-
line such as color, temperature, light,
current, etc. Howeawvear, a "breakline”
is normally thought of as a more
sudden increase or decrease in
dapth {on the bottom), and as one of
the more important "breaks’' in fish-
ing. (Mote Figure 2.)

Quite oiten we might say (or write)
— “We must use featlures in a body
of water (structure, breaks, break-
lines, deep waler) as our guide as fo
where the fish might be.” Then we
might state it, or write it — "We must
use structure (breaks, breaklines) as
our guide.”” Then we might say —
“We musl use structure as our
guide.” Whichever way it is stated or
writlen, it is correct. We can drop the

first accept the fact that deep watar
is the home of the fish {wheare thay
spend the greater part of their time)
we mighl as well forget the rest of the
stuff anyway. The key word in the
whole thing is STRUCTURE. The use
of “breaks’” and "'breaklines’ is
completely SECONDARY as to where
you and | must look for the fish, Our
first guide is ''structure.”” The
“breaks' and “breaklines'' on, or
connected to, structure is where we
“pinpointl” the fish.

Many writers have shown maps,

fished successfully. Many have gone
to great pains to detail a particular
feature, and how the fish use a par-
ticular spot. They have given in detail
the type of lure, lype of retrieve,
‘twitch,” rigging, and even how the
fish fought after being hooked. Any-
time, “structure’’ is talked about, the
writer is doing the reader a favar, but
too often we may be guilty of too
much detail on a PARTICULAR situa-
tion. We may be complicating the
whole thing by discussing too much
a particufar structure, break, break-

(S

FIGURE 2

breakline

= / breakline

hreakline
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Grandma Parry {Mrs. Buck) coachas Granddaughter Danna in the art of handling a steiking game lish, Aftar
landing several battling northerns, Donna {age 7) sald she thought maybe she'd iike to give this fishing a try
again same tmae,

line, lure presentalion, interpreta-
tion, etc. This may indicale we have
forgotlen the fisherman will be faced
with a completely differen! weather
and waler condition, different
seasons. different type lakes.
differen! species, and definitely
different maods of the fish, Let me
quickly say though, writers are not
the only ones who have overlooked
this fishing fact. Things change in
fishing. and we all should keep this
in mind. What was great yesterday
may nol be worth a doodly-squal
loday or tomorrow.

It is felt we should take a “high”
look at a body of water (interpreta-
tion) and have a "bird's-eye view" of
the presentation of lures. At times we
should interpret the WHOLE body of
water, rather than a particular spot,
and. we should lay out the WHOLE
presentation of lures on a body of
water, rather than ane on a particular
feature. In this way, we may clear up
what you and | will DO when we plan
a fishing trip, be il a lake fished be-
fore, or a body of water never seen.
This may cause more 1o understand
why it is said, "We must use “struc-
ture’ as ocur guide, and then use our
tocls’ o control depth and speed in
crder to arrive at the fish.”

If you should come up to me on a
lake never fished befare, you would
probably get around to saying:
“Buck, where would you ‘fish’ in this
lake?" Or, ""Buck. where are Lhe
good ‘fishing’ spols in this lake?"
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The reply may be something like this.
"We can’t see all the gocd fishing
spots from here, but we can look at
this contour map where some of the
good areas have been circled.”

Chances are Eric |8
and Jeffrey won't B
soan forgerf their
Halhing trip with
“Papaw" (Grandpa
Porry). In the years
ahead they wiil
comae (o realize that
ANYONE can calch
fish, providing they
foarn the true facts
af lishing.

Then you might say, "Yeh, but how
about all those good-looking areas
nol marked on the map?”

My reply to this might be, “Joe, you
should know a fish can be caught at
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anytime, mest any place, by most
anyone, using most any method. But,
you and | both Know this is not the
name of the game. The good fishing
spats have been marked, and it is in
these areas where you concentrate
your fishing. It is in these areas
where you have the best chance to
catch afish. Il is in these areas whare
you “shoot the works’” in the presen-
tation of lures. However, it would not
be wise to pass up all the other
places in the lake. You and | never
know exactly the fishing situation,
the weather and water conditions,
the moads of the fish, etc.

"“You will note in all areas marked
as fishing water, the lake bottom has
some unusual feature that is differ-
ent from the surrounding area. These
features stand oul like sore thumbs.
We refer lo lhese as 'structure’
{breaks, breaklines). You note the
map does not show any well defined
‘structure’ in other parts of the lake;
and, probably your depth sounder
will not indicate any either. But,
smaller features not shown an the
map, and things you can't see on the
depth meter, could look like a ‘moun-
tain' to a tish {and to your lures, pro-

vided you kept them in position).
Mo, you do not pass up all the
areas not marked as good ‘fishing'
spols. You have to find some an-
swers to the fishing situation, and
thaese areas must be ‘checked oul.’
The fastest and easiest way to ‘fish’
these areas is by motor trolling. If
you only plan to anchor the boat and
put out live bait, then my suggastion
would be to locale yourself at one of
the ‘fishing' areas marked on tha
map, The same thing would hald true
it you plan 1o put all your faith in 'see-
ing' the fish on a depth recorder.”
Experiences such as the abovea
over the years, have caused us
(Spoonpluggers) to refer to different
portions of a body of water in differ-
ent terms. One section will be refer-
red to as “fishing water” and other
sactions as “trolling water.” We have
found the average fisherman under-
stands that when we say a certain
seclion is "trolling water,” we are not
necessarily saying we are not fishing
the watar, He also grasps that when
we say "fishing water,” it is in these
areas he has the best chance to
catch a fish, and he must check out
completely the depths and speeds.

Qur "an-the-water” instructors have
found that designating certain areas
af a lake as “trolling water'” and
other areas as “'fishing waler" plays
an important part in understanding
the subject of the presentation of
lures.

When having “on-the-water’” in-
structors explain how 1o interpret a
WHOLE lake, a student will probably
be cruising the water at a fast ¢lip (no
actual presentation of lures — as yet)
and would be hearing comments
such as; "ALL this section is ‘trolling
wataer.' " "'See that shallow bar
{structure) running out from the
point? That is 'fishing' water.” "This
whole section is a big flat, Purely
‘trolling” water.” "That cove is a
feeder stream. or ‘wash.’ indicating
the existence of ‘bars’ (structure)
with pronounced breaks or break-
lines someplace in this area; a defi-
nite ‘fishing' area.' *This entire long,
steep shoreline, all the way to that
point, must be classified as 'trolling’
walter for most of the season, How-
gver, that point looks like it has a nar-
row rocky bar with a sharp breakline
on one side. That is 'fishing’ water.”
"See all that shoreline behind this
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row of bushes along the channel? All
that shoreline, plus all the water be-
hind this row of bushes is nothing
but ‘trolling’ water."

Additional comments might be:
“Most all these bushes and break-
lines along the channel are consi-
dered trolling water, We don’t have
any ‘fishing’ water until we get up
there where the feeder siream chan-
nel culs across the flal, There exists
definile 'bars’ or "humps’ or STRUC-
TURE in some form where the two
channels meet. That is definitely
‘fishing’ water.”" “This long ridge
along the channel is mostly “trolling’
water with the exception of where a
‘wash’ or feedar stream culs through
it.” "'See that lang point and how the
weedline protrudes out farther from
the shoreline? That indicates a "bar’
that must be gone over carefully: a
‘fishing’ spot.”” “All along here the
weedline runs straight slaying about
the same distance from the
shoreline; “trolling’ waler,”” “"That
exposed weed bed oul there indi-
cates a hump or underwater island,
and it must be 'fished.' " "'Ses how
the original channel makes a fast
turn in this area of the reservoir?
There exists a big "bar’ on the ‘inside
af the bend that must be looked over
carefully to see if its features will
produce fish,” "That long causeway
(roadbed) that crosses the lake is
maostly ‘trolling’ water until we prove
it otherwise. The exception to this is
where it crosses the channel.”

Still more comments might be:
“See that long, narrow island out
there? You will probably find ‘fish-
ing” water at one end or the other.”
“That deep cove can be passed up at
this time of year, but it would be
classified as ‘fishing' water next
spring and during spawning.”
“Those two bars at the entrance to
that bay must be checked out
thoroughly.”” “That large feeder
stream 'arm’ has enough depth and
must be looked upon as a fake within
itself. Fishing it would depend upon
water conditions, weather condi-
tions, structure, depths and fish
maovements, etc., found in the main
part of the reservoir. We could say, if
trouble is being had on the larger
lake, that ‘smaller lake' would be
easier to ‘fish,” We'll look it over later
to point oul the ‘fishing' spots, and
the ‘trolling’ spots.” “In the last hour
we have covered 5 or 6 miles of this
reservoir. You noted we only found 5
or 6 places that could be classified as
‘tishing’ water. All the rest is "trolling’



water until we prove it otherwise.”
“We have gone complately around
thig lake and have seen no outstand-
ing or recognizable ‘structure.” This
means the whole thing is 'trolling’
walar, and our lures have to find the
‘fishing’ spots.””

Figure 3 is a contour map of the
greater part of a "natural” lake we
plan to fish. Meither of us has ever
been on this lake befare. We find
there is anly ane launching ramp (or
dock) on the whole lake, It is located
at point "A'' (Figure 3). We note right
off the bat there is plenty of deep
water over most of the lake 1o pro-
vide the fish protection from a
changing environment. (If we had
only one section of deep water, in
one particular area, then the whole
deal is simplified — the only "fish-
ing'' area is around the “hole,™)

The first thing to do is take the lake
g5 a WHOLE (contour map) and
separate it into two types of water.
We will divide it inte “fishing" water
and “'trolling”” water. In order t¢ do
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this we have to use the STRUCTURE
shown on the map as our guide to
where the fish will be ('fishing’
water). Typical “structure,” as we
should know, are bars, humps (un-
derwater islands), reefs, causeways,
dams, roadbeds, dredgings, etec. The
“bars’ and “humps’” come in all
shapes, sizes and depths. Some are
so small, or so large, they may be
hard 1o recognize. Some are 50 pro-
nounced they stand out like a sore
thumb. These are the "major” and
mast commaon structures found in a
body of water. Some will be good
(fish use them), some will be bad
(fish do not use them). Figure 3
shows how we have marked off the
“fishing” water (structure — "B" &
“C.,” Figure 3). As far as we are con-
cerned the balance is "trolling”
water (until we prove it otherwise),
By doing this we have marked off the
features in the lake as to where the
fish will be. We have also set up the
things we are going to do. The basic
presentation of lures has now been

it can take & mass
o' lish to fead an
aentire fishing camp
When fishing got
torgh, Grandpa Buck
wenl oul for a few
houwrs in order lo
provide enough food
far the dinner table.
On this particular
outing it fook a
- deeply trofled, high

speed fure lo find
ana catch these
y reluctant takers.

“Experiences over the
years have caused us
to refer to different
portions of a body
of water in different
terms. One section
will be referred to as
‘fishing’ water, and
other sections as

‘trolling’ water.”
[y e L [T T W

laid out.

It might be well lo say semething at
this point about the ward “trolling.”
Te some, the term, or the presenta-
tion of lures in this mannar, turns
them off. If you ask them why, they
may give as reasons things of this
nature: “‘Unsportsmanlike.” — "Too
easy.” — “No challenge.” — “"Can’t
be used in a lournament,” etc., elc. |
could talk for an hour why none of
these makes sense. But my Daddy
would have summed this up by say-
ing, "You never candemn pesople
who don't know they don't know."'

We note that where we launch the
boat (Position A" — Figure 3) is
quite a distance from an area desig-
nated as “‘fishing" water ("B'" or
“C"). However, we musl proceed af
once to find some answers about the
situation we face. We must find out
the condition of the bottom, weed
condition, water calor, fish move-
ments, depths, type of fish, things
not shown on the map, etc.

It would be unwise to lake off like
some scalded dog for a “hot-spot”
we have heard about. It would not be
wise al this stage of the game to take
off for any "“fishing" water we might
have marked on the map. It has often
been said, there is no nead to have a
big fast rig in order to have consis-
tent successful fishing. There is no
need, in most cases, to lake off for
the other end of the lake. It would be
far wiser to begin finding some an-
swers — which would mean “*starting
right at the dock."”

Mext time we will continue our talk
and thoughts about this natural lake
(Figure 3) and how we plan to wark
it, using "structure’” as our guide and
aur fishing gear (tools) to arrive at
the fish. Later we will use a reservoir
{man-made lake), and later slill go
into some of the questions our talks
might have produced. <=



